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What  to  call  a  church?  ^ 
“Baptist”  is  debatable  (1 


NashvHie.  Tennessee 


By  Mark  Wingfield 

1?**^  ~  ^  ^  Southern  Baptist,  started  that  church 

B  IS  a  question  new  Southern  Bap-  12  years  ago  with  the  specific  goal  of 
tist  chi^hes  face  as  they  choose  reaching  Baby  Boomers  turned  off  bv 
names  for  their  congregations.  .raditional  churches. 

That’s  “B”  as  in  ^ptist.  of  course  Since  that  time,  the  Saddleback 
The  IS  whether  to  include  Valley  church  has  become  the  largest 

the  wort  Baptist  in  a  church’s  name.  Southern  Baptist  church  in  the  state 
When  debated  between  traditional  and  now  leads  the  state  convention  in 
^them  Baptists  and  their  children,  baptisms.  Warren  has  become  Bap- 
it  IS  a  question  of  Shakespearean  tists’ unofficial  —  and  sometimes  con- 
pr^rtions.  iroversfal  — authority  on  how  to  reach 

Traditionalists  argue  a  church  Baby  Boomers, 
should  p^dly  identify  its  denomina-  Contrary  to  what  his  critics 

tional  afnliation  in  its  name.  Others  sometimes  claim,  Warren  does  not 
counter  they  are  not  ashamed  of  their  advocate  dropping  the  wort  Baptist 
denominational  affiliation  but  realize  from  every  church’s  name  “If  I  were 
the  wort  Baptist  has  negative  con-  in  the  South,  I’d  put  Baptist  in  my 
notations  for  some  unchurched  name,’’  he  says. 

.  “Labels  have  value  and  labels  have 

Those  opposed  to  dropping  Baptist  detractions.  You  have  to  decide  who 
from  church  names  contend  the  un-  you’re  trying  to  impress  ’’ 
churched  will  like  the  label  once  they  “No  denominational  title  attracts 
learn  its  significance.  Those  in  favor  people  any  more.  They  iook  for  a 
of  generic  names  counter  that  may  be  church  that  ministers  to  their  needs  ’’ 
too  late,  that  the  name  of  a  church  he  says.  ’ 

inay  determine  whether  an  unchurch-  Church  growth  analyst  and  author 
ed  person  is  willing  to  visit  for  the  first  Lyle  Schaller  admits  he  has  agonized 

1-  over  how  to  respond  to  questions  about 

Barber  this  year,  a  question  about  contemporary  church  names  “Words 
church  names  was  posed  to  readers  like  Presltyterian,  Lutheran,  and  Bap- 
of  The  Baptist  Program,  a  publication  tist  are  exclusionary  words”  to 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  modem  ears,  he  confesses  “This  runs 
Executive  Committee.  The  printed  against  what  I  feel  in  my  gizzard  but 
responses  typify  the  debate.  it  is  a  reality. 

Barry  pastor  of  Columbia’s  “I  feel  very  strongly  that  you  should 
Woodcrest  Chapel  in  Columbia,  Mo.,  accept  and  affirm  your  denomina- 
wrote  in  favor  of  generic  names  for  tional  affiliation,”  he  says  “But  if 
some  churches.  “If  I  were  starting  a  you’re  trying  to  reach  people  who 
new  church  in  the  South,  T’d  put  Bap-  have  no  church  background  have  left 
Ust  all  over  it.  But  outside  the  Bible  the  church,  or  have  a  different 
Belt,  the  worts  Southern  Baptist  con-  religious  background,  then  the  wort 
jure  up  too  many  questionable  Baptist  is  going  to  be  more  of  a  hin- 
images. .  drance  than  a  help.” 

“Sorne  would  argue  that  failing  to  Although  the  debate  rages  hottest 
put  a  denominational  label  on  our  on  the  West  Coast,  it  has  reached  the 
churches  is  not  being  who  you  are,”  he  South  as  well.  The  Church  at  Brook 
wrote.  “But  the  bigger  issue  is  really  Hills,  a  congregation  meeting  near 
reaching  them  where  they  are.  If  the  Birmingham,  Ala.,  left  Baptist  out  of 
words  Southern  and  Baptist  stand  in  its  name  for  the  same  reasons  as  War- 
the  way  of  reaching  people,  then  call  ren’s  church. 

something  neutral.’’  Several  state  conventions  restrict 

William  Hann,  pastor  of  Mid-Cities  loan  funds  or  other  financial  support 
Baptist  Church  in  Westminster,  Calif.,  from  churches  without  Baptist  in  their 
took  the  opp^ite  viw.  “It  may  be  names.  For  example,  in  Arizona 
inore  Afficult  initially  to  reach  peo-  churches  started  with  anv 
pie  in  California  with  the  name  Bap-  Cooperative  Program  funding  are  re- 
tist,  but  in  my  opinion  it  is  a  more  quired  to  include  Baptist  in  their 
honest  approach.  names 
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Mississippi  WMU  hosts  Illinois 
volunteers  in  Choctaw  partnership 
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rmiippme  men  overpower 
missionary,  steal  her  car 

MANILA,  Philippines  (BP)  —  A  they  wanted  to  use  it  for  a  while 
group  of  men  overpowered  Southern  Police  were  still  looking  for  the 
Baptist  missionary  Doris  Blattner  in  mission-owned  car  the  next  day  Blatt- 
front  of  her  Manila  aprtment  house,  ner,  57,  sustained  minor  bruises  but 
then  forced  her  into  her  own  car  and  was  generally  unharmed,  said  mis- 
eventually  stole  it  from  her.  sionary  administrator  Sam  Waldron. 

. .  Mission  officials  believe  robbery  was 

Blattner  was  getting  out  of  her  car  the  only  motive, 
at  about  11  a  m.  June  25  when  three  Blattner,  of  St.  Louis,  has  worked  as 
or  four  men  appeared,  snatched  her  a  religious  education  promoter  in  the 
keys,  and  forced  her  into  the  back  Philippines  since  1988.  Before  that  she 
to  a  report  she  filed  was  a  missionary  to  Indonesia  for  24 
wth  local  {whce.  men  pres^  her  years.  She  was  the  first  in  a  string  of 
face  down  to  the  floorboard  with  her  50  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  to 
leet  up,  covered  her  ey^  and  drove  leave  Indonesia  after  the  government 
around  for  about  20  minutes.  Then  established  a  policy  limiting  resident 
they  pushed  her  out  of  the  car,  saying  visas  for  missionaries  to  10  years. 
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'BU^AOR  HAS  IT  THAT  IF  THE 
SriwSas  WN'T  PICK  UP^I 
aoiHS  TO  HIT  US  WITH  T^E 

^AOmER  OP  all 


Editor’s  Notebook 

The  sound  of  music 


Guy  Henderson 


mHiNG  seSwoNs/’  r\ 


hymnbooks  have  been  published  across  Dixie  Videt  Polk  of  Pass  Chris- 
periodicaUy  with  The  Baptist  Hymnal  tian  and  J.  B.  Coats  of  Jones  County 
being  the  latest.  Wesley  Forbis,  pres-  ran  the  “Pineywoods”  singing  schools 
ent  director  of  the  Church  Music  in  Mississippi.  Coats  wrote  “Where 
Department,  is  the  editor  of  the  Could  I  Go”  and  150  other  soi^  which 
newest  and  largest  hymnbook  publish-  were  well-known  worldwide,  and 
^  by  the  Sunday  ^hool  Board.  Coats  was  eulogized  by  Paul  Harvey 

Meanwhile  in  Canaan’s  fair  and  Harrison  became 

singing  for  by  W.  C.  Morgan,  1951-1964,  and  Dan 

were  usuaUy  Hall,  1964-1987.  Graham  Smith  is  the 

pneraUon^t  current  Music  Department  director. 

Last  year  more  than  6,222  were  involv- 
and  all.  Cainp  meet  ng  q  training  sessions  as  the  “What 

popular  and  the  man  who  could  ^t  ^  Fellowship,  What  a  Joy  Divine” 
a  tune  was  appointed  m  each  con-  continue. 

gr^tion.  Si^^  schools  v/^  The  first  real  hymnal  in  most  of  our 

m  demand  with  the  singing  ^r^ters  churches  was  Robert  Coleman’s 
travelii^  over  a  wide  a^.  By  1850  Modern  Hymnal,  foUowed  by  the 
musical  conyentions  and  the  ^c^  Broadman  Hymnal  in  1940,  Baptist 
Harp  associabons  dominated  the  Hymnal  in  1975,  and  The  Baptist 
miuic  ^ene.  The  y^i^mi-fa-so-la-  Hymnal  in  1991.  Now  and  th^  you  still 
ti-do  stiU  m^es  a  1^  of  lurmoity  fw  j y, j  Ha(jjo  c^pel  Pearls  No.  4  tuck- 

some  of  us.  Gwen  Hitt  in  We  anall  a^3y  in  some  of  the  old  churches.  Next  week,  there  will  be  a  special  theological  patterns  of  thinking  for 
Come  Rejoicmg,  a  history  of  Baptist  “^^hat  a  Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus”  meeting  of  the  93-member  board  of  thousands  of  churches.  We  need  a 
chi^h  music  in  Mississippi,  gives  a  has  been  the  most  popular  hymn  in  all  trustees  of  the  SBC  Sunday  School  man  of  vision  who  relates  well, with 
full  history  of  this  era.  them.  Happy  Birthday  to  the  SBC  Board  to  consider  the  nomination  of  others.  James  Draper  could  well  be 

Blessed  were  the  'sJhaped  notes  as  Church  Music  Department  and  to  the  James  Draper,  55,  pastor  of  First,  the  num.  At  this  |)aiticular  time  in  the 
Stamps-Baxter  cut-  a  widq  uwath  counterparts  in  Mississippi.  Euless, ’Rxas,  as  president.  K  elected.  Convention,  he  is  (unbably  the  best 

succeed  Lloyd  Elder  who  man  for  the  job. 
recently  accepted  forced  retirement. 

I  n\/0  rt  \/r^  lir  ^  o**®  ^  in^rtant  Draper  has  been  characterized  as 

/  V^wl  IVv5l  I  YV/UI  I  positions  in  our  Convention. ’nie  Sun-  a  reconciler  and  seeks  to  be  a  unify- 

day  School  Board  is  not  only  the  ing  force  in  the  Convention.  All  of  us 

Real  estate  agents  will  cringe  at  the  half-sweep^  the  top  of  the  seed-planter.  The  ironing  board  was  converted  in-  catalyst  in  Christian  education,  but  can  assuredly  agree  that  such  a  man 

thought,  but  you  can  make  your  home  and  an  unidentified  piece  of  cable.  A  to  a  book  shelf  and  two  flat  irons  in-  often  sets  the  outreach  and  is  needed.  —  GH 

favor  a  barn  for  just  a  few  pennies  a  half-dozen  marble  door  knobs,  looking  creased  their  value  as  bookends. 

day.  Architects  wUl  have  apoplexy,  but  very  much  like  setting  eggs,  graced  Assorted  snuff  bottles  were  turned  so  a  m  -■ 

whatdothey  know  about  bams?  I’ve  the  center  of  a  periwi^le  pot  which  you  could  check  the  dots  on  the  bot-  ■  I  I  li'AT' 

seen  the  new  bam  look  from  Biloxi  to  was  hanging  by  a  trace  chain  from  the  tom.  She  had  stitched  a  happy  face  on  vyidJ-Xl/O  A-r  i  d- ▼ 

Byhalia,  including  my  own.  Tbke  out  singletree.  the  clothespin  bag  though  there  was  .  „  ^ 

the  floor,  and  a  horse  would  feel  right  Five  assorted  straw  hats  decorated  no  sign  of  a  clothes  line.  An  arrange-  GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.  (EP)  —  children  do  not  understand  fully  what 

at  home.  the  inside  wall  of  the  entrance  way  ment  of  com  shucks  was  in  a  quart  Dave  Dravecky,  Former  San  Fran-  is  happening  to  their  daddy,  but  “I 

You  can  always  expect  this  when  and  down-turned  Mason  jars  lined  the  milk  bottle,  and  the  gourd  dipper  was  cisco  Giants  baseball  pitcher  and  have  assured  them  that  it  won  t  hurt 

you  see  a  stripped  sewing  machine  short  side  walk.  The  slatted  church  in  the  hanging  water  bucket,  suspend-  author  of  the  best-selling  when  the  doctor  removes  my  arm 

near  the  carport,  supporting  a  No.  3  bench  (a  la  CampGaraywa)  madeit  ed  by  cotton  scales.  What  progress!  I  autobiography  Comeback,  is  because  I  will  be  asleep!” 

washtub  filled  with  verbena.  Near  the  possible  to  sit  and  view  the  white  recall  how  rich  we  felt  when  we  could  recuperating  from  surgery  June  18  to  He  added,  “I  am  certain  that  this 
back  door  is  an  old  trunk  which  had  painted  wash  pot  filled  with  cape  afford  our  first  tin  dipper.  Pappa  remove  his  left  arm  and  shoulder  due  has  been  most  difficult  for  my  wife, 

barely  made  it  to  the  bam  the  first  jasmine.  'Two  16-penny  nails  sup-  would  feel  a  lot  better  about  his  son  tb  cancer.  Jan.  She  has  been  the  underlying 

time;  how  it  made  it  from  the  bam  to  ported  the  bamboo  fishing  poles.  if  he  could  see  this.  “This  is  for  the  best,’’  said  strength  throughout  this  entire  time 

the  house  and  back  is  beyond  me  The  It’s  a  far  cry  from  the  day  when  the  Dravecky,  a  left-handed  pitcher  who  for  myself  as  weU  as  our  children.  Her 

ickinl989  faith  in  God  and  his  strength  has 


It  was  my  privilege  to  attend  the 
50th  Birthday  of  the  SBC  Church 
Music  Department  at  Ridgecrest  in 
June.  And  what  9  party!  The  singing 
shook  the  raftqrs,  the  choir  was 
superb,  and  it  was  mentioned  as  a 
preview  of  sin^ng  in  heaven. 

A  Mississippiao,  T.  L.  Holcomb,  was 
the  executive  diiiector  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board  apd  led  the  way  in 
establishing  the  Church  Music 
Department  ini  1941.  Since  then, 
millions  of  church  music  leaders  have 
heeded  God’s  caA  to  study,  train,  and 
develop  their  talents. 

Prior  to  this,  music  training  was  left 
up  to  the  seminaries  and  the  “singing 
schools.”  I.  E.  Reynolds,  B.  B.  McKin¬ 
ney, -E.  O.  Sellers,  and  Robert  Cole¬ 
man  laid  a  strong  foundation.  Others 
would  follow  such  as  Mabel  Boyter, 
Warren  Angel,  Plunkett  Martin,  and 
W.  Hines  Sims  to  strengthen  the  work. 
In  1941  B.  B.  McKinney  became  the 
secretary  of  the  Department  of 
Church  Music.  Music  missionaries 
were  sent  out  in  1951  by  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary  offered  the  Bachelor  of 
Sacred  Music  that  same  year.  New 


Nomination  of  Draper 


bam  was  a  l»m  and  the  house  was  made  a  miraculous  comeback  in  1989  faith  in  God  and  hu  strength  has 
spic  and  span.  Linoleum  covered  our  after  surgery  to  remove  a  cancerous  enabled  her  to  sehre  above  and 
kitchen  floor,  and  we  used  a  pretty  tumor  which  took  most  of  his  muscle  beyond  the  call  of  duty.  She  deserves 
glass  frog  for  a  paperweight,  not  a  48  used  for  pitching  as  well.  Dravecky  a  medal,  and  I  would  very  much  ap- 
ounce  anvil.  Two  funeral  home  fans  pitched  a  4-3  winning  game  in  preciate  everyone’s  prayers  for  her.” 
covered  the  coffee  table,  and  the  com  Candlestick  Park  August  10, 1989,  but  After  the  surgery,  Dravecky  said, 
sheller  was  backed  up  in  a  comer  with  five  days  later  during  a  game  in  Mon-  “Jan  and  I  want  to  thanx  everyone  for 
a  jacket  hanging  on  it.  A  sage  broom  treal,  Dravecky’s  arm  made  an  audi-  their  prayers  and  concern.  Your 
wrapped  with  the  remains  of  a  punc-  ble  crack  when  it  broke  under  the  prayers  have  been  truly 
tured  inner  tube  stood  by  the  fire-  strain  of  a  pitch.  Dravecky  collapsed,  felt ....  Please  continue  to  pray  for 
place  Artificial  flowers  grew  from  the  and  it  was  weeks  before  he  was  able  us  as  my  family  and  I  need  to  continue 
inside  of  the  cast  iron  kettle,  the  top  to  play  again.  A  second  break  to  the  to  draw  our  strength  from  the  Lord.” 
slightly  ajar.  Under  this  was  the  same  bone  convinced  him  to  retire  at  This  surgery  marks  the  fifth  pro¬ 
chum,  dasher  still  in  place.  The  panel  the  end  of  the  season,  when  he  took  cedure  Dravedcy  has  undei^one  since 
was  complete  with  a  rub  board  hung  time  to  write  his  book.  cancer  was  dia^osed  in  his  left  arm 

on  the  wall  and  a  Cardui  calendar  Just  before  the  surgery,  Dravecky  in  1988.  He  has  also  undergone  several 
taped  along  the  bottom.  issued  a  statement  to  thank  all  those  weeks  of  radiation  treatment  and 

People  were  considered  classy  to  “across  the  country  who  have  several  months  of  treatment  for  sta{^ 
have  the  water  bucket  on  the  front  graciously  expressed  their  concern  and  strep  infections, 
gallery  in  the  olden  days.  It’s  amaz-  for  me  and  my  family  during  the  past  “Dave  and  his  family  are  doing 
ing  the  way  young  couples  will  admire  two  years.  As  we  face  tlds  latest  well,”  said  Sealy  M.  Yates,  Dravecky’s 
it  to^y  and  then  head  for  the  coun-  trauma  in  my  life,  it  is  with  God’s  agent,  who  spoke  to  him  the  day  after 
t^  looking  for  a  bam  that  hasn’t  been  peace  that  I  am  as  prepared  as  one  surgery.  “They  see  this  development 
ripped  off  yet.  can  be  to  face  the  loss  of  my  arm.  as  a  relief  as  much  as  anything.  Tb^ 

I  drove  away  from  the  house,  past  Throughout  this  entire  battle  with  just  want  Dave  to  get  well.”  Yat^  add- 
the  old  emptied  barn.  Nothing  cancer  and  the  infections  in  my  arm,  ed  that ‘It  is  vital  that  Dave  be  allow- 
unusual  here  until  I  saw  the  horse  I  have  had,  and  continue  to  hav^  the  ed  personal  time  during  the  next  two 
drinking  from  a  bath  tub.  Common  wonderful  assurance  that  God  is  in  months.  When  he  feels  up  to  it,  Dave 
horse  sense  will  tell  you,  things  have  control  of  my  life.”  will  be  available  to  the  media  and  the 

changed.  —  GH  Dravecky  said  his  three  young  public.” 


Edison,  in  perfecting  the  light  bulb, 
tried  over  one  thousand  items  from 
which  he  mi^t  make  the  filament  He 
then  remari^:  “Now  I  know  a  thou¬ 
sand  thinfps  that  wtmT  wixic.”  A  sense 
of  humor  is  much  to  be  desired  in 
avery  endeavm*.'  Abraham  Lincoln 
Vrote:  “With  the  fearful  strain  that  is 
]0n  me  ni^t  and  day,  if  I  did  not  laugh 
I  should  die.” 

Tell  a  man  he  has  no  sense  (rf  humcx- 
and  he  will  be  insulted.  Justly  sa 
Every  time  a  man  smiles,  but  even 
more  so  when  he  laughs,  it  adds 
something  to  his  life.  Thackery  noted; 
“Good  humor  is  one  of  the  best  ar¬ 
ticles  of  dress  one  can  wear  in  socie¬ 
ty.” 

Lord  Nelson  said:  “I  could  not  tread 
the  porikMis  paths  in  safety  if  I  did  not 
keep  a  saving  sense  of  humor.”  Since 
worrying  about  a  thing  accomplishes 
nothing,  why  not  call  upon  your  sense 
of  humor? 

With  a  sense  of  humor,  you’re  in  the 
pink. 

But  it^  not  so  common  as  many 
think!  —  Bentos' E.  Cain 
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WMU  offers  conferences 
for  four  language  groups 


Giglio 


Wood 


By  Karen  Benson 

RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)— June  More  than  1,800  pec^le  participated  she  said. 

22-28  was  a  week  of  “firsts”  fw  in  the  week  of  training  and  general  in-  “TTie  Korean  conferences  were  led 
Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis-  terest  cmiferences,  Bible  studies,  wor-  by  three  Korean  women,  the  Spanish 
sionary-Union  during  its  annual  WMU  ship  services,  missions  vespers,  and  conferences  were  led  by  three 
(Conference  at  Ridgecrest  N.C.  Baptist  concerts  —  all  centered  around  the  Hispanics,  and  the  conferences  for  the 
Conference  Center:  WMU  emphasis  of  “Called  and  Ac-  deaf  were  led  by  Sue  Hill  of  Arlington, 

—  The  Ridgecrest  meeting  was  the  countable”  for  the  upcoming  1991-92  Texas,  who  is  deaf,  herself,”  Diaz  said, 

first  to  be  presided  over  by  national  church  year.  OtlKr  ethnic  groups  represented  at 

WMU  President  Carolyn  Miller  During  the  week,  conferees  gave  WMU  Week  included  50  blacks,  three 
following  her  election  to  the  post  June  $4,058.32  in  a  special  offering  for  the  Vietnamese,  and  four  (Chinese,  she 
3  in  Atlanta.  Cw^rative  F*rogram,  Southern  Bap-  said. 

—  The  week  marked  the  first  time  tists’  unified  plan  of  giving  to^upport  “This  is  beautiful!  ”  Diaz  said  of  the 

a  conference  had  been  offered  in  four  its  missions,  evangelistic  and  educa-  language  opportunities,  which  WMU 
languages  at  either  Glorieta  or  tional  programs  domestically  and  bc^n  advertising  to  the  ethnic  groups 
Ridgecrest  conference  centers  —  in  abroad.  about  two  years  agaS<»ne  state  WMU 

English,  Spanish,  Korean,  and  sign  Every  general  session  was'  offices  helped  encourage  ethnic  par- 
language  translated  simultaneously  from  ticipants  offering  scholarships  to 

—  And  members  of  the  first  Baptist  Enjglish  into  the  three  languages.  Ad-  the  conference,  Diaz  said. 

Young  Women  Enterprisers  Abroad  ditionally,  training  and  general  in-  In  an  impromptu  commissioning 
team  were  commissioned  for  their  terest  conferences  were  led  in  Korean,  service,  WMU  leaders  commissioned 
Sept.  2-10  Bible  distribution  and  Spanish,  and  sign  language  by  six  Baptist  Young  Women  who  were 
witnessing  project  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Korean,  Hispanic,  and  deaf  leaders,  (See  WMU  on  page  4) 


Youth  Night 
July  26 


The  annual  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Night  will  take  place  FYiday, 

July  26,  at  the  Mississippi  Coliseum 
in  Jackson. 

Featured  speaker  will  be  Louie 
Giglio  of  Waco,  Tex.  Paul  Smith  of 
Euless,  Tex.,  will  be  music  leader.  And 
comedian  Doug  Wood  of  Garland, 

Ibx.,  will  perform. 

Pre-program  activities  begin  at 
6:40.  The  session  begins  at  7. 

Fhirpose  of  the  program  is  to  en- 
courage  Christians  and  to  reach  the 
lost  for  (Christ.  So  youi^  people  are  en- 
couraged  to  bring  their  unsaved  or  in¬ 
active  friends. 

There  should  be  one  adult  sponsor 
for  every  seven  youths.  Interpr 

Since  the  program  traditionally  provid^ 
brings  in  more  than  10,0(X)  youths,  this  There  i 
year  there  will  be  overflow  seating  pensesat 
available  in  the  nearby  Mississippi  pi  Baptisi 


FMB  appoints  Mississippians 


Smith 


degree  from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

He  is  in  the  doctor  of  ministry  degree 
program  at  Reformed  Seminary. 

He  has  been  pastor  of  Fellowship  Trademart  building.  the  sponsor. 

Church  in  Meridian  and  Cruger  • 

C^iurch,  Cruger. 

Born  and  reared  in  Clanton,  Mrs.  _*  ■ 

Parker,  the  former  Shiela  Tucker,  is  _  "O  *1  1 

the  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Charlie  IJlOlliaSeS:  IXOlliailia-DOUna 
Tucker  of  that  city.  She  considers 
Center  Terrace  (Thurch  there  her 

home  church.  By  Mike  Creswell 

She  received  the  associate  of  arts  BRUSSELS,  Belgium  (BP)  —  tion  projects  in  the  Bucharest  area, 
degree  from  Holmes  Community  Ck)l-  Charles  and  Kathie  Thomas  will  Thomas,  from  Atlanta,  is  better 
lege  and  the  bachelor  of  science  become  the  first  Southern  Baptist  known  by  his  nickname,  “T."  She  was 
degree  from  Mississippi  State  missionaries  to  live  in  Romania  in  born  in  Cynthiana,  Ky.,  and  grew  up 
University.  more  than  half  a  century  when  they  in  that  state  and  in  ^uth  Carolina 

The  Parkers  have  four  children:  take  up  residence  in  Bucharest  this  “It  is  a  leap  into  the  unknown  with 
Elisha  Amy,  born  in  1980;  Emily  September.  a  lot  of  faith,”  Thomas  said  of  the 

Frances,  19ffi;  Ledger  Charles,  1984;  The  Thomases,  missionaries  to  transfer. 

and  Jeffrey  Rothell  II,  1985.  The  fami-  France  since  1976,  have  accepted  an  But  Thomas  had  high  praise  for  the 
ly  will  go  to  Rockville,  Va.,  in  August  invitation  from  the  Romanian  Baptist  estimated  80.000  Baptists  of  Romania 
for  a  seven-week  orientation  before  Union  to  represent  Southern  Baptists  “They  are  the  warmest,  most 
leaving  for  the  field.  and  work  in  evangelism  and  educa-  ( See  ROMANIA  on  page  8 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker 


Whittens  will  coordinate  statewide  prayer  ministry 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Beginning  Aug.  1,  Mississippi  Bap-  a  statewide  network  of  praying  prayer  room  and  pray  for  the  various  cooperate  with  (jod  through  praying,” 
tists  will  begin  a  coordinated  churches  and  people  deeply  and  per-  needs  which  are  reconled  in  a  prayer  he  said. 

statewide  effort  at  a  prayer  ministry,  sonally  committ^  to  the  spiritual  book  there.  The  couple  is  available  to  lead 

On  that  date  two  things  hap|wn:  needs  of  our  state  and  world.”  The  Whittens,  who  spent  most  of  prayer  retreats  or  training  meetings 

Charles  and  Indy  Whitten,  retired  Tlie  phone  number  at  the  Baptist  their  careers  working  in  Spain,  will  in  (lurches  or  associations, 
career  missionaries,  will  be^n  work  Building  will  be  969-PRAY  (969-7729).  work  with  the  35  associations  which  Said  Charles,  “We  don’t  think  of 
as  prayer  coordinators  for  the  conven-  The  number  is  to  register  prayer  re-  have  prayer  ministry  coordinators,  ourselves  .  ^  experts  on  prayer, 
tion  brard,  and  a  telephone  number  quests,  prayer  answers,  and  prayer  encouraging  the  other  40  associations  Tliroo^' thie  years,  we  have  been  reci- 
for  receiving  prayer  requests  goes  in-  testimonies.  Ultimately,  prayer  re-  to  place  a  person  into  that  position,  pients  of  prayer.  Now  we  feel  we  have 
to  operation.  quests  will  go  into  a  statewide  and  f-harlpc  whittPii  «ujid  that  thpv  honp  ®  ^reat  debt  we  can  begin  to  repay.” 

worldwide  network  of  mutual  toS?olve  more  people^th^hurS  .  .The  Whittens  are  subjects  of  a 
the  ^ptist  Building  uiJac^.  Th^  ^  in  prayer.  “KingSpraying  is  wider  biographj^  Sent  to  I>ov^  written  by 

will  be  available  to  WOT*  with  associa-  Ib  model  and  encourage  prayer  than  I'^al  need:”  he  said  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams, 

tions  and  churches  in  developing  in-  ministry  in  local  churches,  Cavsey  associate  editor  of  the  Baptist  Record, 

tercessory  prayer  ministries.  had  opened  a  prayer  room  in  the  Bap-  “God  includes  us  in  his  program  to  and  published  by  WMU,  SBC. 

Said  BiU  &iusey,  executive  director  tist  Building.  Employees  are  en-  be  witnesses,”  said  Charles.  “In  the  Nicholas  is  director.  Office  of  Com- 

of  the  MBCB,  “We  hope  there  will  be  couraged  to  take  time  to  go  to  the  same  way,  to  be  pray-ers,  we  munication.  MBCB. 


Charles  and  Indy  Whitter* 
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Polish  Baptists  ciry 
on  church  property 


WARSAW,  Poland  (BP)  -  Polish 
Baptist  leaders  are  crying  “foul”  over 
delays  in  the  return  of  Baptist  church 
properties  from  the  Polish  govern¬ 
ment,  even  as  2,000  properties  are  be¬ 
ing  returned  to  the  powerful  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

The  church  buildings  were  seized  by 
the  communist  government  after 
World  War  II.  Now,  since  Poland  has 
adopted  a  tlemocratic  government,  a 
move  is  on  to  restore  such  properties 
to  church  groups. 

According  to  recent  press  reports  in 
Warsaw,  the  government  already  has 
approved  the  return  of  56  Catholic  pro¬ 
perties  and  Catholic  authorities  have 
Tiled  more  than  1,500  applications  on 
other  properties.  They  expect  to  file 
at  least  500  more  applications  later, 
reports  stated.  At  least  90  i^rcent  of 
Poland’s  people  are  said  to  be 
Catholic. 

Meanwhile,  the  government  has  not 
responded  to  requests  made  in  early 
1990  by  leaders  of  the  Baptist  Union 
in  .Poland  to  return  a  handful  of 
church  properties  seized  after  the 
wsir 

“Now  it’s  1961  aad  they  dont  tell  us 
no,  they  don’t  tell  yei^^^^SM'^Iger 
Barna,  Baptist  general  secretary. 
“They  tell  us  nothing.  Since  the 
government  has  chang^,  they  tell  us 
we’re  low  priority.” 

Bama  criticiz^  a  new  Polish  law 
governing  the  return  of  church  prop¬ 
erties  because  it  applies  only  to  the 


By  Mike  Creswell 

Roman  Catholic  Church  and  not  to 
other  groups  such  as  Baptists, 
Seventh  Day  Adventists  and  the  Polish 
National  Catholic  Church,  a  church 
not  affiliated  with  Roman  Catholics. 

A  law  that  would  return  seized  Or¬ 
thodox  church  properties  passed  one 
house  of  the  Polish  parliament  but 
hasn’t  emerged  from  the  second. 

'Three  buildings  once  owned  by  Bap¬ 
tists  are  in  Lodz,  Poland’s  second 
largest  city.  One  is  used  by  Roman 
Catholics,  one  by  the  Polish  National 
Catholic  Church,  and  the  third  has 
become  a  movie  theater. 

Barna  and  Wiazowski  said  a  com¬ 
bination  of  complex  historical  events, 
the  growing  pwer  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  the  current 
unsettled  condition  of  the  Polish 
government  will  make  recovery  of  the 
properties  difficult. 

'The  property  issue  highlights  fears 
by  non-Catholic  church  leaders  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  is  moving  ag¬ 
gressively  to  resume  its  dominant  role 
in  Polish  life. 

For  a  decade  the  Catholic  Church 
aligned  itself  with  the  Solidarity  trade 
union  movement,  which  ultimately 
brought  down  Poland’s  communist 
government  and  led  the  nation  to 
adopt  a  democratic  government.  Now, 
about  75  percent  of  members  of  the 
Solidarity-controlled  Senate  describe 
themselves  as  active  or  devout 
Catholics. 


Indiana  calls  Sullivan 
as  executive  director 


INDIANAPOLIS  (BP)  -  A  former 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Ex- 
ecutiv^^^m^^^^^^man^^ 

unanimous  call  of  the  Indiana  conven¬ 
tion  executive  board  as  its  executive 
director. 

Sullivan  was  elected  by  the  Indiana 
board  in  an  executive  session  last 
week  following  the  unanimous  recom- 
mend||ji|m|ctf  a  search  committee 
whiclflraa  met  for  five  months.  After 
the  near  three  hour  session  in  which 
they  questioned  Sullivan  and  then 
vot^,  he  returned  to  accept  the  posi¬ 
tion  and  wiU  assume  it  in  late  August. 


WMU 

From  page  3 

attending’  the  conference  at 
Ridgecrest  oM  vrhatwUTbe  among 
BWs  participatiqg  io 
Enterprisers  Abroad  prqioct  this  fall. 

During  the  commissioning,  national 
WMU  Executive  Director  Dellanna 
O’Brien  asked  the  congregation  to 
help  “hold  team  by 

committing  to  pr^.ror  the  team 
between  ^nd  tm  departure  date, 
and  then  Jo  pray  dajly  for  the  team 
while  they~are  aBroaoT  Each  person 
who  committed  to  pray  was  ^ven  a 
small  piece  of  rope  to  place  in  his  or 
her  Bible  as  a  reminder. 

The  six  BY^  commissioned  are: 
ElUea  McMillan,  a  BYW  president 
from  Fbrt  Smith,  Ark. ;  Jimmie  Chap¬ 
pell,  WMU  associate  for  Acteens  and 
Ofnfgii,  rffaWiig 


Atlanta;  Deborah  Brunt,  an  author 
and  speaker  from  Corinth ;  Ele  Clay, 
editor  of  Contempo  magazine  for 
WMU,  SBC,  in  Bimiingham,  Ala. ;  An¬ 
drea  Mullins,  Baptist  Women 
specialist  for  WMU,  SBC;  and  Karen 
Benson,  communications  group 
manager  for  WMU,  SBC.  Clay  and 
Mullins  are  the  leaders  of  the  BYW 
Enterprisers  Abroad  trip. 

The  BYWk'wiH  be  join^  by  about 
25  Baptist  ‘Me9r>tor<the  Bible 
distribuUoo>flml(Witii«9«iof>prp^t. 
The  team  MCMOliewl^ 

they  will  split,  iolP  two^MUparnlloOe 
group  going  to  YaltA,  s  smikU  ceeqrt 
town  on  the  Black  Sm  in  the  Ukrai¬ 
nian  Soviet  Socialist  Republic;  the 
other  group  traveling  to  Fninze;  a.ina- 
jor  city  in  the  KirmiaBiS.R.,.  which 
shares  a  border  with  China.  ' 

Benson  is  comomnlcaliairsMaBaKer, 
WMU,  riDiminor)  svilu  • 


seizures 


lb  Baptist  onlookers,  the  picture  is 
simple  to  analyze:  ‘The  Catholic 
Church  controls  Parliament.  It  can 
block  the  appointment  of  people.  The 
Senate  now  looks  to  the  Catholic 
Church  for  decisions  instead  of  to  the 
Communist  Party,’’  charged 
Wiazowski. 

Baptists  also  fear  they  could  lose 
the  church  properties  they  now  have. 
“We’re  always  worried  about  losing 
properties,”  said  Bama.  “We’re  afraid 
of  the  Catholics  taking  it,  or  the 
government.” 

Baptists  are  rushing  to  occupy  their 
new  educational  complex  being  built 
on  the  outskirts  of  Warsaw  b^ause 
they  worry  about  losing  control  of  the 
property,  despite  a  solid  claim  to  the 
land  and  the  significant  construction 
taking  place,  Wiazowski  added. 

One  indication  of  renewed  Catholic 
power  is  a  deal  worked  out  in  1990  in 
which  (Datholic  priests  are  allowed  to 
teach  religion  in  the  schools  again. 
Another  issue  is  the  Catholic  Cburch’s 
determination  to  outlaw  the  estimated 
500,000  aborti(xis  performed  in  Poland 
each  year. 

But  the  two  Baptist  leaders 
acknowledged  they  have  seen  a 
backlash  among  Poles  against  the 
growing  influence  of  the  Catholic 
CTiurch.  Attendance  at  Masses  and 
other  events  during  the  recent  visit  of 
Pope  John  Paul  II  was  much  less  than 
during  his  earlier  visits,  they  said. 

Creswell  writes  for  FMB. 


June  gifts  total  $1,262,500 


Mississippi  Baptists  gave  a  total  of 
$1,262,500.95  through  the  Cooperative 
Pi^ram  in  June,  according  to  Bill 
Causey,  executive  director-treasurer 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 

The  Board  channels  the  funds  to  the 
various  Mississippi  Baptist  and 
Southern  Baptist  causes  approved 
during  each  year’s  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 


The  budget  approved  last 
November  was  $20,949,%2. 

Thus  far,  for  the  first  six  months  of 
the  year,  Mississippi  Baptists  have 
given  $10,284,623.  'This  is  $44,412  less 
than  for  the  same  period  of  1990. 

This  amount  is  also  $190,358  less 
than  the  pro  rata  amount.  The  pro 
rata  budget  would  be  the  total  budget 
divided  by  12  and  multiplied  by  the 
number  of  months  elapsed  in  the  year. 


Staff  changes 


Kenneth  Roberts  has  been  called  as 
interim  p^tor  of  New  Hope  (Jhurch, 
Magee,  Simpson  Association. 

Scott  Thomas  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  New  Zion  (^urch,  Simpson 
Association,  and  has  accqit^  the  call 
to  Parkerson  Church,  Oowley,  La.,  ef¬ 
fective  July  21.  The  Jackson  native  is 
a  graduate  of  Mississippi  College,  anc 
will  complete  the  master  of  divinity 
at  New  Orleans  Seminary  in  July. 

Randy  Makemson  of  Quitman  has 
been  called  as  pastor  of  CuUomburg 
Church,  Silas,  Ala.,  effective  July  21. 
The  Alabama  native  presently  serves 
Elim  Church,  Clarke  Association.  He 
holds  the  bachelor’s  d^ree  from 
Mississippi  College,  and  is  studying 
with  the  New  Orleans  Seminary  Ex¬ 
tension  in  Clinton. 


Education  Commission  extends 
work  of  accreditation  task  force 


By  Tim  Fields 


Sullivan  leaves  a  nine-year 
pastorate  in  Lenoir  City,  a  suburb  of 
Knoxville.  While  pastor  of  the 
2.2()0-iBicmber  oongre^tion,  Sullivan 
also  spent  seven  years  on  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  (Committee.  He  rothted’tff  the 
conunittee  at  the  SBC  anooBl  meeting 
in  Atlanta  and  most  recently  served 
as  chairman  of  the  administrative 
subcommittee.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee  from 
1987-1989. 

Sullivan  has  also  pastored  First, 
Mexico,  Ma ;  First,  Chickasha,  Okla. ; 
University,  Arlington,  Texas; 
Southland,  Memphis,  ’Ibnn.;  and 
First,  Port  Arthur,  Tbxas. 


CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (BP)  - 
Members  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Education  Commission  meeting  in 
annual  session  voted  to  extend  the 
work  of  a  task  force  studying  the 
feasibility  of  establishing  a  Southern 
Baptist  accrediting  agency  and 
auDiorized  a  called  meeting  of  the  full 
commission  in  March  1992,  to  con¬ 
sider  a  report  on  accreditation  to  be 
presented  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  at  its  annual  meeting  next 
June. 

The  task  force  found  two  major  con¬ 
cerns  which  surfaced  during  the 
study.  The  first  concern  is  “TTiere 
seems  to  be  a  perception  that  ac¬ 
crediting  agencies  such  as  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools  and  the  Association  of 
'Theological  Schools  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada  represent  external  forces 
which  at  times  apply  influences  which 
prevent  Baptist  colleges  and 
seminaries  from  being  as  distinctive¬ 
ly  Christian  and  Baptist  as  our  Bap¬ 
tist  constituencies  want  them  to  be” 

The  ^ond  concern  was  “the 
perception  that  Baptist  colleges, 
universities,  and  seminaries  may 
have  drifted  toward  a  theological  and 
educational  perspective  which  no 
longer  reflects  the  posture  of  most 
Southern  Baptists.” 

its  report  to  the  convention  the 
Jgsk  force  said,  ‘The  careful  analrais 
given  to  the  nature  and  purpose  of  ac¬ 
creditation  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
formation  of  a  separate  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  accrediting  agency  will  not  pro¬ 
vide  the.^^e&PCtivq.jaechanwD,  to 
awufe  «)fxectioR:o<iaiiy>pnsi^^ 
vriiiQlkii^asr  h*>perft«lMe4<iM>r  to  pre- 
mat  the  scruUny  of  other  accrediting ' 
•Iwfiee-'f-  '  I  'll 


“As  long  as  Southern  Baptist 
seminaries,  schools,  and  colleges  at¬ 
tempt  to  provide  a  ministry  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  in  a  secular  world  we 
may  have  to  experience  some  occa¬ 
sional  discomfort  and  inconvenience 
as  we  interact  with  and  offer  educa¬ 
tion  that  is  recognized  by  other  col¬ 
leges,  universities,  and  seminaries  in 
society.  Such  interaction  with  the 
more  than  3,4(X)  collies,  universities, 
and  seminaries  should  in  fact  be  an 
arena  of  (Christian  witness  and  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  minis^  that  could  have 
a  far-reaching  positive  effect  on  the 
world,”  the  report  concluded. 

Commissioners  approved  an  eight- 
step  plan  for  the  continued  work  of  the 
task  force  which  includes  a  request 
the  Executive  Committee  allocate 
$10,000  to  finance  the  task  force  study 
and  to  defray  expenses  of  a  special 
called  meeting  of ‘the  commission. 
Other  steps  call  for  the  task  force  to 
identify  and  seek  feedback  from  in-' 
dividuals  in  the  convention  who  favor 
forming  a  separate  Southern  Baptet 
accrediting  agency,  to  meet  with 
representatives  of  both  the  Southern 
As^iation  of  (Alleges  and  Schools 
and  the  Association  of  'Theological 
Schools  to  discuss  current  concerns  of 
Southern  Baptists,  and  to  contact 
other  evangelical  conservative 
seminaries  for  their  input  and  interest 
in  the  establishment  of  a  Southern 
Baptist  accrediting  agency. 

The  commission  elected  Van  D. 
Quick,  Clinton,  as  chairman,  Jerry 
Henry,  of  Selma,  Ala.,  vice  chairman, 
and  Betty  Jo  Cooley  of  Cheniee,  S.C., 
at  secretary. 

Fields  It  director  of  comnsanlea- 
tion.  Education  Commistioa. 


Mrs.  Ben  Cain, 
wife  of  BR 
printer,  dies 

Lorene  'Thornton  Cain,  65,  of  4244 
Brussels  Drive,  Jackson,  a 
homemaker,  died  of  respiratory 
failure  July  4  at  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center.  She  was  the  wife  of 
Benton  Cain,  who  heads  Cain 
Lithographers,  printer  of  the  Baptist 
Recm^. 

Services  were  held  July  6  at  Wright 
and  Ferguson  Funeral  Home. 

Mrs.  (^in,  a  Brandon  native,  lived 
most  of  her  life  in  Jackson.  She  was 
a  member  of  First  Church,  Jackson, 
and  an  officer  in  Cain  Lithographers. 

She  studied  piano  at  Belhaven  Col¬ 
lege,  and  received  a  bachelor’s  degree 
in  piano  from  Louisiana  State 
University. 

She  was  a  longtime  member  of  the 
Jackson  Symphony  Orchestra  where 
she  and  her  husband  were  former  duo 
piano  soloists. 

She  belonged  to  the  Round  Thble  at 
First  Church  where  she  also  was  a 
longtime  Sunday  School  teacher  and 
advisor  to  the  pre-school  choir 
program. 

She  was  a  founding  member  of  the 
Mississippi  Polio  Survivors 
Association. 

Survivors  in  addition  to  her  hus¬ 
band,  are  daughters,  Lucy  Hargis  of 
'Houston,  Tex.  and  Mary  Alicia 
Deloache  of  Nashville;  s(his,  Michael 
and  Duke  Cain  of  Jackson;  three 
sisters;  and  seven  grandchildren. 

WLBT  to  air 
documentary  on 
prison  inmates 

A  documentary  about  prison  in¬ 
mates  whose  lives  have  been  chang¬ 
ed  after  becoming  Christians  will  be 
broadcast  over  television  station 
WLBT,  Jackson,  at  12:30  p.m.  on  July 
13. 

“Set  Free,”  hour-long  documentary, 
is  hosted  by  former  Dallas  Cowbo;^ 
head  football  coach  'Ibm  Landry.  It 
was  produced  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Radio  and  Television  Commission, 
Port  Worth,  'Ilex. 

The  documents^  focuses  on  the 
stories  of  several  inmates.  One  is  in 
San  Quentin,  near  San  Francisco,  the 
others  in  'Itocas  prisons.  One  is  a 
woman  serving  as  an  accessory  to 
murder.  Tlie  documentary  include  a 
rare  visit  with  an  inmate  on  Itocas’ 
death  row,  where  television  cameras 
are  not  normally  permitted. 

Other  scenes  were  shot  at  the 
Hospitality  House,  Huntsville,  ‘Bex., 
created  by  Texas  Baptists  to  provide 
a  i^ce  to  stay  as  well  as  cotmseling 
tor:  rfamilies  who  come  to  visit 
inmates. 


WMU  will  offer  training 
for  leaders  at  Garaywa 
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Cooperative  Pro^i 
take  big  plunge  ii 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle 

Church  folding  doors. 

...  «  thealer  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  +-800-624-9627 

We  remodel  ft  paint 


V*  *aaa  waaaaa  Xi.aa  *va*»w  aMaxax.-a  a#,  *^a  aaa  av«aa  BUia^  lA/  DU  W  U  lit  at 

will  be  offered  by  the  Mississippi  read.  Cost  is  $50,  including  registra-  Hoiimger 

WMU  Department  tion  fee,  books,  meals,  and  lodging.  NASHVILLE  (BP)—  Cooperative  the  designated  gifts  tell  $3,834,610 
'  ?  this  summer  dur-  Participants  must  pre-register  with  Pn^ram  unified  gifts  received  by  the  below  last  June  or  28.06  percent.  Ad- 

.ing  its  Annual  the  WMU  Department  by  Aug.  1,  by  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Ex-  ding  both  CP  and  designated  gifts,  the 
i  £  Church  WMU  calling  968-3800.  ecutive  Committee  for  the  month  of  shortfall  for  the  month  compared  to 

Hr  '31  m.,  J  Leadership  Train-  ^  ..  n  i _ « _ a  June  dropped  more  than  17  percent  last  year  was  23.08  percent  or 

S  ^  «  r  ing  evenfi,  Aug,  ™, 

12-20.  Options  in-  year.  Year-to-date  designated  gifts  were 

„  »  elude  a  conference  The  June  gifts  were  17.42  percent,  nearly  the  same  at  this  nine  month 

on  CONTACT,  and  or  $2,094,134,  under  the  com^rable  period  compared  to  last  year: 

a  Literacy  Train-  f according  to  $116,913,821  to  $116,852,503  for  a  0.05 
ttif  ^  Jfc.  ing  Workshop.  Harold  C.  Bennett,  Executive  Com-  percent  gain.  TCtal  CP  and  designated 

<i/>hiiiina  CONTACT  is  a  ‘  .  efl  mHtee  president/treasurer.  The  gifts  for  the  fiscal  year  thus  far  are 

Schilling  12-week  ex-  nH^iQ  iL^in  a!  $9,927,427  channeled  through  the  SBC  $222,556,310  compared  to  $223,117,410  in 

perience  featuring  Bible  study,  ®  Cooperative  Program  in  June  1991  1989-90. 

prayer,  personal  reflation,  and  sug-  sTns  I  30  ®  Des^g^^ted  contributions  include 

gestions  for  action.  Participants  ex-  ^  conclude  2:30  p.m.  Par-  ^crt  rw-i  i  Hie  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 

perience  life-changing  growth  in  tj^jpants  coming  to  Tupelo  and  Hat-  -in^Aftp'r  nf  Hoard’s  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer- 

undcrst^ndinfi  God  s  oldo  £01*  his  l  nv  j  a  t\i\  throuch  Sopt.  30.  After  oiiie  moiiths  of  CAiifixA**v\  DAwfio*  t t 

wnriH  rwn<r^  tiesburg  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  20,  are  re-  the  19^91  fiscal  vear  Coooerative  'og-theSouthernBaptistHomeMis- 

”n  i  ITh-  ^-£1  from  Shaw,  quested  to  bring  a  sack  lunch.  Drinks  pi®  I’t  sion  Board’s  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 

will  lead  this  introductory  conference  f,,rni«h^  Program  gifts  were  at  $105,642,489  offering  world  hunger  and  other 

at  Camp  Garaywa,  Aug.  13.  “  furnished.  compared  to  $106,264,906  for  the  nine 

Juanita  Schilling,  Mendenhall,  will  'Training  will  be  offered  at  each  month  period  in  1989-90.  The  required  ® 

lead  the  Literacy  Training  Workshop  location  for  leader  of  all  WMU  basic  budget  monthly  figure  is  The  Cooperative  Program  is 

at  Camp  Garaywa,  Aug.  15-16.  She  is  organizations  in  the  church  including  $11,444,377  and  for  the  nine  month’s  ^them  Baptists’  method  of  support- 

an  approved  literacy  consultant  with  Baptist  Young  Women,  Acteens,  Girls  period,  $102,999,393.  ing  ministry  and  missions  through 

the  Home  Mission  Board.  This  over-  in  Action,  and  Mission  Friends.  Cooperative  Program  monthly  state  and  regional  conventions  and  the 

figures  for  the  year  appear  like  a  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  State 

T7\  U  J  *  /C  A.  roller  coaster  on  a  chart.  Just  last  and  regional  conventions  retain  a 

i;Ol701fiLri  ftSSlffTlS  00  to  month  the  CP  gifts  were  up  more  than  percentage  of  Cooperative  Program 

^  •  A  /-t  ^  percent  over  a  year  ago  and  the  contributions  they  receive  from  the 

o1  Hscal  year  were  churches  to  support  work  in  their 

XllLC/X  llClLJ.tJllCl.X  OCX  V  ICC  MS  nearly  two  percent  above  the  com-  aTtas  and  send  tjhe  remaining  funds 

Di/-.u»*/-wkTT^  w  rm.  i:.  ‘  .  ■  J  parable  1990  figures.  to  the  Executive  C^ommittee  for  na- 

RICHMOND,  \a  The  Foreign  ta.  Itometown:  Clinton.  Assigned  as  Designated  gifts  also  lagged  behind  tional  and  mtei'hationkl  mlnirfries. 
Mission  Board,  SBC  has  assign^  M  an  English-language  worker  in  a  year  Igo  for  toe  month.  At  $9,829,844,  HoHinger  is  director.  Baptist  Press, 

people  to  work  overseas  through  the  Thailand  for  two  years.  jo 

International  Service  Corps.  Ethan  McCarty:  He  was  a  Baptist 

Three  have  Mississippi  connections.  Student  Union  summer  missionary  in 
Included  are  52  college  graduates  the  Itoilippines.  Current  addr^; 
ages  21-29  who  are  attending  a  Route  3,  Box  155,  'Ihylorsville,  Ms. 
journ^man  orientation  July  5-20  at  39168.  Education:  Jones  County 
the  Missionary  Learning  (Tenter  in  Junior  College,  Ellisville,  A. A.  ’86; 

Rockville,  Va.  Eight  are  assigned  as  University  of  Southern  Mississippi, 
married  coufdes.  B.S.  ’90.  Church:  First,  Soso,  Assign- 

The  new  ISC  group  includes  ed  to  Cooperative  Services  Intema- 
evangelism  workers,  educators,  music  tional  as  an  English-language  worker 
promoters,  and  business  managers,  in  Asia  for  two  years. 

Their  assignments  will  last  from  six  Brenda  Williams:  Most  recently 
months  to  two  years.  Eleven  have  employed  as  an  English  teacher  at 
been  assigned  through  Cooperative  Southside  Area  Ministries,  Fort 
Services  International,  in  nations  Worth,  Tex.  Current  address: 
where  missionaries  do  not  work.  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Mississippians  are :  Seminary,  Box  22485,  Fort  Worth,  ’Dc. 

Russell  Keyes:  Most  recently  76122.  Elducation:  Northeast  Mis¬ 
employed  as  a  chaplain  intom  at  sissippi  Junior  College,  Booneville, 

Georgia  Baptist  Medical  Center,  A.A.  Union  University,  Jackson, 

Atlanta.  Current  address:  861  Ibiin.  B.A.  *88;  Southwestern  Semi- 
Franklin  Road,  Building  11,  Apart-  nary,  M.A.R.E.  *91.  Church:  South- 
inent 35,  Marietta,  Ga.  30067.  Educa-  wayside.  Fort  Worth.  Hometown: 
tion:  Delta  State  University,  B.S.W.  Booneville.  Assigned  as  a  youth 
*86;  New  Orleans  Seminary,  M.Div.  evangelism  worker  in  France  for  two 
*89.  Church:  Johnson  Ferry,  Mariet-  years. 

Gulfshore  Assembly  will  host 
church  secretaries’  conference 

Secretaries  who  attend  the  Bi-  balancing  home/work  respon- 
ble/Preaching/Administration  Con-  sibilities,  basic  business  En^ish, 
ference  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  newslettm,  and  other  publications. 

Assembly,  July  25-27,  will  receive  Twoof  the  sessions  will  feature  guest 
nearly  eight  hours  of  speciali^  resource  persons  frmn  the  Gulf  Coast 
training  to  assist  them  in  oecoming  area. 

better  equiKied  for  their  tasks.  In  ad-  RKo„da  PoweU  a  fashion,  ward- 
dSUon  to  the  divided  conferences,  the  iJSD%SSStonr^Sl 

feai^  experiences,  and  ^  Spencer,  pastS  of  Long  ^ch  First 

^  a^t^ce  IS  spt^r^  by  the  d^^be  a  i«^  person  for 
Church  Adininistration-Pastoral  j^e^c  of  staff  relaUons^i^m 
Ministries  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  BaptM  Convention  Board. 

Leadi^  the  sessions  for  church  and  Secretaries  are  encouraged  to  send 

associational  secretaries  will  be  Lin-  their  registrations  immediately, 
da  Jenkins,  aniroved  worker  for  the  Lodging  remits  should  be  mailed  to 
Church  Admiratration  Department.  Gulnhore  Baptist  Assembly.  Con- 
Jenkins  has  served  as  church  ference  registration  is  to  be  sent  to  the 
secretary  and  secretary  to  the  pastor  Church  Administration  Department, 
at  First  Church,  Yazoo  City,  since  Box  530,  Jackson  39206.  Further  infor- 
1967.  matkm  may  be  obtained  by  contacting 

The  overall  conference  theme  will  the  Church  Administration  Depart- 
be  “The  Church  Secretary  —  a  ment  or  1^  writing  or  calling  Linda 
Notewtatlw  Ministry.”  Seasim  will  Jenkins,  First  Baptist  Church,  Box 
include  information  on  stren  TSO;*  lAizoo  City  391M,  telephone 
management,  time  management,  746-2471. 


Leading  subsidy  boob  publisher  seeks  manuscript  *• 
of  all  types  fiction,  non-fietion.  poetry  scholarly 
and  luvenile  works,  aic-  New  authors  welcomed 
Ser>d  for  free,  illustrated  32'page  brochure  H  lOt 
Vantage  Press.  516  W  34  St  New  York  NY  lOOOl 
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HEATERS.  PUMPS 
FACTORY  DIRECT 
TOLL  FREE  NATIONWIDE 
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FBERGLAS5.  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3511  HIXSON  PIKE  •  CHATTANOOOA  TN  37415, 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanabip  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  30S-C  -  OreonvKMd,  MIm.  saSSO 


TOLL  FREE  (800)  366-1716 
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Pastors’  school  will  include 
seminars  for  pastors’  wives 


Steeples 
Baptistries  ^ 

FmithtiMridS 

iMMmaiftfiKtqrfrgf  .  rai^waiia 
imr^cmircnproMCii  oyrfrttcili 
ajeaeplai  aKnnfclgtai* 
aftaotNtnai  Wmdowi  iftQftUTW 

aLightadWall  alaptritry  POIobIMO 
Cranei  HaMen  Mendanon  T 


fessor  and  head  of  the  Department  of 
Home  Economics  and  Physical 
Education,  and  Lynda  L.  Street,  wife 
of  James  Street,  pastor  of  Calvary 
(Thurch,  Jackson  and  secretary  in  toe 
Department  of  Religion  and 
Philosophy  at  Mississippi  College. 

Coward  will  lead  seminars  for  the 
wives  on  “Managing  Time.” 


Street 

will  lead  sessions  titled  “CaUed  to.be 
tte  kflaisferte  Wife”  and  “(Tailed  to  be 
the  Real 'ttxi.’lH 

’The.pastm’  School  is  sponsored  by 
When  the  second  annual  pastors’  Mississippi  College  in  cooperation 
school  at  Mississippi  College  unfolds  with  various  agencies  of  the 
on  'Thursday  and  Friday,  Aug.  8-9,  Mississi|^i  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
there  will  be  sp^ial  activities  for  toe  Pastors  or  other  staff  members 
wives  of  those  involved.  needing  additional  information  should 

Leading  the  special  ixnogram  for  the  call  925-3831  or  write  to  P.  O.  Box  4185, 
women  will  be  Bettye  Cward,  pro-  Clinton,  MS  39058  for  written  material. 


Coward 


New  Orleans 
Baptist  r 
Theological  I 
Seminaiy  tl 


Mississippi  College  Campus 

Clinton,  AAS 
Master  of  Divinity  classes: 
"Pastoral  Work" 
"Church  and  Ministry" 
Mondays,  1  &  6  p.m. 


Executive  Committee  search 
chairman  asks  for  input 


Clarice  College  Campus 
•  Newton,  MS 
Associate  of  Divinity  classes: 
Mondays,  2:30  &  6:30  p.m. 


fippti  now  for 
August  26  classes. 

■  ■  /lict'  -i.l  . 
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Johnson  and  McCaleb 

McCaleb  to  conduct 
CONTACT  conferences 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  -  Ashley 
McCaleb  of  Jackson,  consultant,  state 
WMU,  has  been  trained  to  lead  con¬ 
ferences  and  help  churches  or  in¬ 
dividuals  interested  in  starting 
CONTACT. 

CONTACT  is  a  series  of  five  12-week 
personal  spiritual  growth  plans  for 
use  by  adult  men  and  women  as  in¬ 
dividuals  or  in  groups.  The  first  unit 
is  now  available  through  Baptist  Book 
Stores.  The  last  four  units  will  be  pro¬ 
duced  one  a  year  for  the  next  four 
years  by  Southern  Baptist  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union. 

“The  goal  of  CONTACT  is  to  educate 
Christians  about  missions  and  about 
their  responsibilities  to  do  something 
with  their  faith.  It  is  aimed  primari¬ 
ly  at  individuals  not  involved  in  a  mis¬ 
sions  <M^nizati(»i,  but  can  also  be  us¬ 
ed  by  those  who  are,’’  acctmlii^  to 
Trudy  Johnson,  churchwide  speci^t 
at  national  WMU  in  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  who  conducts  CONTACT 
training. 


Gum  Grove 

celebrates 

centennial 


Gum  Grove  Church,  Brookhaven, 
Lincoln  County,  celebrated  its  centen¬ 
nial  year  on  June  9.  The  church  was 
organized  on  the  second  Sunday  in 
June,  1891. 

The  first  pastor  was  Zack  Lofton. 
The  present  pastor,  Sammy  J. 
McDonald  III,  present^  a  plaque  to 
the  church,  along  with  the  centennial 
committee. 

Mrs.  Betty  Keen,  chairperson  of  the 
centennial,  presented  the  100th  birth¬ 
day  directory,  which  contains  a 
history  of  the  church,  memorable  pic¬ 
tures,  and  listings  of  the  Gum  Grove 
membership,  which  has  grown  from 
17  c|urter  members  in  1891  to  310  plus 
in  ipi. 

The  plaques  names  all  pastors  of 
the  church.  A  challenge  sermon, 
special  senior  adult  choral  music,  a 
big  meal,  and  a  presentation  from  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Historical  Com¬ 
mission  by  Thlmadge  E.  Smith,  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions,  were  ail  a  part  of  the 
day  of  celebration  and  worship. 

The  centennial  committee  includes 
past'*r,  Sammy  J.  McDonald  III, 
Brady  Davis,  Lucy  Nettles,  Audrey 
Cummins,  Elmer  Nettles,  Regina 
East,  Ethel  Stewart,  Frances  Aired, 
and  Betty  Keen. 

A  time  capsule  will  be  buried  this 
year  as  a  part  of  the  year-long  series 
of-events.  The  church  has  grown  in 
professions  of  faith,  baptisms,  and 
membership  during  the  centennial 
year. 


Questions  about  CONTACT  and 
CONTACT  training  should  be  directed 
to  the  Mississippi  WMU  office.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 


Prayer,  not  ticker  tape, 
urged  for  missionary  heroes 


Too  many  Mississippi  babies  die 


Far  too  many  babies  in  Mississippi 
and  the  Deep  South  die  before  their 
first  birthdays. 

But  infant  mortality  in  Mississippi 
now  faces  a  formidable  foe  —  one  the 
Southern  Regional  Project  on  Infant 
Mortality  caUs  “part  of  the  solution  to 
the  problem  of  infants  dying.’’ 

The  foe;  a  new  partner^p  between 
the  religious  community  and  the 
health  care  system,  particularly  the 
Mississippi  State  bqpfiTtment  of 
Health.  Biorromn^/UTim  aVfamOiar 
spiritual,  they  call  the  force  Hold  Out 
Lifeline. 

Some  200  clergy,  other  religious 
leaders,  and  health  professionals  from 
throughout  the  state  participated  this 
spring  in  a  statewide  ecumenical  con¬ 
ference  on  infant  mortality.  Meeting 
organizers  challenged  participants  to 
cement  their  commitment,  consider 
their  capacity,  and  plan  their  attack 
against  infant  mortality. 

Fifteen  thousand  babies  below  age 
one  died  in  the  South  in  1989  —  41 
every  day.  And  every  year,  more  than 
100,000  born  in  the  South  weigh  less 


than  5>4  pounds;  they  are  40  times 
more  likely  to  die  in  the  first  month 
of  life  than  normal  weight  babies. 
They  are  also  more  likely  to  suffer 
birth  defects,  respiratory  infections, 
developmental  delays,  and  general 
illnesses. 

An  estimated  10  percent  of  infant 
deaths  could  be  prevented  by  decreas¬ 
ing  the  number  of  unplanned 
pregnancies.  Nearly  a#e  fourth  of  the 
women  who  give  birth  within  a  year 
delay  or  fail  to  get  prenatal  care,  even 
though  80  percent  of  those  Ukely  to 
deliver  low-birthweight  babies  can  be 
identified  at  their  first  prenatal  visit 
and  could  take  action  to  prevent  the 
problem.  Such  early,  appropriate, 
adequate  prenatal  care  is  the  single 
greatest  contributor  to  the  birth  of  a 
healthy  baby! 

In  addition  to  the  ecumenical  con¬ 
ference  in  Mississippi,  the  SRP  fund¬ 
ed  development  of  a  new  12-minute 
videotape  that  addresses  religious  in¬ 
volvement  in  early  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  prenatal  care  SPR  premiered  the 
videotape  —  “Hold  Out  The  Lifeline” 


—  at  Mississippi’s  ecumenical 
conference. 

“The  videotape  presents  a  powerful 
public  health  message,”  said  Nancy 
Kay  Sullivan,  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Health  mrector  of 
health  communications  and  public 
relations.  “The  religious  leaders  — 
both  cler^  and  lay  people  —  and  our 
public  health  professionals  in 
Mississippi  believe  this  tool  can 
motivate  many  people  who  might 
otherwise  not  get  involved  in  working 
to  reduce  infant  mortality.” 

“Hold  Out  The  Lifeline”  explores 
why  clergy  should  be  involved  in 
preventing  infant  mortality  and 
describes  how  they  can  help. 

Readers  may  purchase  a  copy  of  the 
videotape  for  ^  or  rent  it  for  two 
weeks  for  $25.  A  companion  resource 
kit  with  information  for  sermons, 
bulletin  insert^  a  poster,  and  program 
ideas  is  available  for  $15.  Orders 
should  be  addressed  to  Southern 
Regional  Project  on  Infant  Mortality, 
444  N.  Capitol  Street,  NW,  Suite  240, 
Washington,  DC.  20001. 


Grace  Church  encounters  VBS  summer  explosion 


Grace  Church,  Philadelphia,  ex- 
jierienced  a  VBS  summer  explosion. 
Enrollment  was  230,  with  average  of 


neighborhood  canvas. 

S^e  of  the  teachers  were  teaching 
for  their  first  time  VBS. 

160  each  night 

faith.  ,  guidance  and  all  the  prayer  that  went 


Before  the  Bible  school,  Geneva 
Guess  led  a  seminar,  “How  to  Share 
Your  Faith.”  Also,  on  Saturday  before 
the  VBS,  the  pastor,  Dennis  Duvall; 
VBS  director,  Janie  Musgrove;  and 
Bible  School  workers  led  in  a 


gun 

into  planning  our  Bible  School,”  said 
Judy  Lackey,  VBS  director,  Grace 
Church. 

“This  is  all  exciting  to  us  since  we 
are  a  small  church,”  she  continued. 


“Our  church  began  in  February  of 
1982  with  around  47  members.  We  now 
have  an  enrollment  of  around  240.  We 
are  thankful  for  all  of  our  members 
and  their  hard  work.  We  are  also 
thankful  for  our  pastor  and  his  wife 
Martha,  for  ail  their  encouragement 
and  hard  work.  Most  of  all,  praise  be 
to  God,  for  without  him  none  of  the 
above  would  have  been  possible.” 


By  Robert  O’Brien 


MC  concert  singers  tour  England 


Twenty-five  members  of  the  Mississippi  College  Concert 
Singers  have  returned  from  their  first  performance  tour  of 
England.  The  choir  presented  corKerts  in  Canterbury 
Cathedral,  Yorkminister.  Westminster  Cathedral,  and  churches 


in  the  Bristol  area.  The  singers  served  as  the  service  choir 
for  morning  worship  at  St.  Martin-in-the-FiekJs.  The  choir  is 
directed  by  James  Richard  Joiner,  head  of  the  Department  of 
Music  at  Mississippi  College.  (MC  photo) 


Bible-Preaching  Conference  set  for  July 


The  Bible-Preaching-Administra- 
tion  Conference  at  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly,  July  25r27,  will  feature  pro¬ 
grams  for  ministers,  their  spouses, 
their  children  —  infants  tnrough 
youth,  for  church  and  associational 
secretaries,  for  deacons,  and  for 
church  weekday  education  workers. 

There  is  no  conference  charge.  'The 
only  racpenses  participants  incur  are 
room  and  board  at  Gulfshore,  and 
transportation. 


Session  topics  especially  for  staff 
leadership  include  pThe  Pastor  as 
Leader,”  ‘TYeadiiiigas  lW)rsbip,’^artd 
“Seeing  through  God’s  Eyes  ” 

Tb  register  for  the  conference,  write 
Julius  Thompson,  Church  Ad¬ 
ministration/Pastoral  Ministries 
Department,  P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205,  or  phone  968-3800. 

Tb  make  room  reservations,  write 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First 
Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571. 


Phone  452-7261.  Deposits  of  $30  per 
person  or  $60  per  family  unit  are  re¬ 
quired  with  reservations.  Ask  about  a 
special  room  rate  for  children  during 
this  particular  conference. 

Simultaneous  to  this  conference, 
there  will  be  separate  sessions  for 
Cb.urch  missions  development 
representatives,  for  church  media 
library  workers,  and  for  stewardship 
leaders. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Prayer  - 
not  ticker  tape  parades  —  should 
characterize  Southern  Baptist 
response  to  missionaries  en^ged 
around  the  world  in  spiritual  w^are, 
R.  Keith  Parks  told  trustees  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  presi¬ 
dent  noted  Die  ticker  tape  parades 
that  have  greeted  military  personnel 
returning  from  Operation  Desert 
Storm.  But  he  said  more  than  3,900 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  are 
heroes  of  a  different  kind  —  heroes  of 
commitment,  integrity,  expectise,  and 
evangelism. 

He  recounted  examples  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  have  worked  to  meet 
the  spiritual  and  physical  needs  of 
people  worldwide  amidst  danger, 
stress,  and  difficulty. 

“Some  of  them,  week  after  week, 
month  after  month,  and  even  year 
after  year,  encounter  . . .  (situaticms) 
which  deplete  them  emotionally, 
physically,  intellectually  and 
spiritually,”  Parks  said.  “We  need  to 
pray  for  them  in  times  of  discourage¬ 
ment  and  burnout  and  temptation  and 
exhaustion  and  depression,  and  in 
times  of  victory,  enjoyment,  and  ex¬ 
citement.” 

Missionaries  set  the  tone  for 
evangelism  and  church-starting,  he 
said.  For  example,  mission  field  bap¬ 
tisms  show  a  ratio  of  one  baptism  for 
every  12  church  members,  compared 
to  a  ratio  of  one  for  every  42  in 
>  Southern  Baptist  churches  in  the 
United  States. 


And  2.6  million  overseas  Baptists 
showed  a  net  growth  of  ^880  chuithes 
in  1990,  he  added,  while  15  million 
Southern  Baptists  recorded  a  net 
growth  of  189  new  churches. 

Parks  stressed  his  purpc^  was  not 
“to  make  odious  comparisons”  but 
simply  to  show  the  strong  evangelistic 
emphasis  of  missionaries  and 
overseas  Baptists. 

On  doctrinal  integrity,  Parks 
pointed  out  only  two  missionaries 
have  been  dismissed  for  this  reason 
among  the  4,0(X)  long-  and  short-term 
personnel  named  in  his  11  years  as 
president. 

“For  anyone  carelessly  to  make 
generalized  dero^tory  statements 
about  these  missionaries  and  their 
commitments  or  beliefs  is  a  sin 
against  (rod,  as  well  as  fellow  (Chris¬ 
tians,”  I^rks  stated.  “It  is  seriously 
unbiblical  besides  being  detrimental 
to  the  cause  of  world  missions.” 

Missionaries  are  “examined 
thoroughly  by  this  board,”  he  said,  but 
also  must  pass  other  evaluations  — 
from  grassroots  Southern  Baptists 
who  h^r  them  speak  in  churches  and 
state  and  national  meetings  and  read 
what  they  write. 

Missionaries  go  out  not  only  as 
evangelists  but  also  in  a  variety  of 
professions  —  agriculture,  finance, 
education,  business,  social  ministries, 
student  work,  music,  communica¬ 
tions,  education,  medicine,  literacy 
training,  and  a  variety  of  other 
avenues. 

O’Brien  is  on  the  staff  of  FMB. 


>!t'.^.  »  .V' 
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THE 

WITNESSING  LIFE 

by  Louis  Smith 


A  layman  told  me  that  his  life  was  his  way  of  telling 
people  about  Jesus,  and  there  was  rK>  need  for  a  verbal 
witness.  We  would  agree  that  the  Christian  walk  is 
indispensable  but,  the  spoken  Word  was,  and  has 
always  been,  the  most  effective  tool  in  pointing  people 
to  Christ.  In  my  witness  to  lost  people  the  following 
outline  has  proven  to  be  useful. 

God  loves  you 

Who  doesn't  want  to  kirow  that  they  are  loved?  The 
lost  need  to  know  that  the  One  who  created  this  world 
and  each  of  us  is  also  capable  of  loving  us.  "For  God 
so  loved"  is  not  only  the  most  famous  verse  in  the 
Bible,  it  is  the  greatest  truth.  God  does  love  you! 

The  sin  of  rejection 

Lying,  stealing,  disobeying  parents  and  murder  are  sins, 
but  they  do  not  directly  cause  spiritual  lostness.  To 
refuse  to  accept  Jesus  as  Saviour  is  the  sin  that 
demands  God's  foigiveness."He  who  does  not  believe 
is  judged  already  because  he  does  not  believe  in  the 
only  begotten  Son  of  God"  Qohn  3:18).  This  sin  brings 
spiritual  death  if  left  unrepented  "The  wages  of  sin  is 
death"  (Romans  6:23). 

God's  willingness  to  save 

God's  great  desire  is  for  the  lost  to  be  saved  -  all  lost 
people  "Not  willing  for  any  to  perish,  but  for  all  to 
come  to  repentance"  (II  Peter  3:9).  God's  willingness 
to  save  should  move  one  toward  repentance  and  faith. 

How  are  we  saved? 

Believing  in,  trusting  in,  and  putting  faith  in  Jesus 
brings  salvation  "For  by  grace  are  you  saved  through 
faith"  (Ephesians  2:8).  Christ  enters  the  lost  person 
when  faith  is  expressed  and  Jesus  is  confessed  as  Lord. 

Assurance 

I  like  to  remind  the  new  Christian  that  times  will  come 
when  they  may  not  feel  saved.  God's  Word  reminds  us 
that  if  we  have  truly  repented  and  trusted  Jesus  as 
Saviour,  we  are  saved.  I  use  I  John  4:13  to  assure  the 
new  convert  that  they  are  saved  now  and  for  eternity 
"These  things  I  have  written  to  you  who  believe  in  the 
name  of  the  Son  of  God,  in  order  that  you  may  know 
that  you  have  eternal  life."  QQ 


This  series  of  articles  deals  with  how  to  become  a  Christian 
or  how  to  share  your  faith.  Articles  by  others  will  follow  in 
future  issues  ofHouseTops. 


Three  Stewardship-Salary  — 
Roundup  Meetings  Scheduled 

A  series  of  Stewardship-Salary  Roundup  meetings  will 
take  place  in  August  in  three  locations. 

These  meetings  will  be  geared  for  churches  which  need 
infonuation  in  budgeting,  stewardship  promotion, 
salary  and  tax  information,  and  annuity  programs. 

The  three  area  meetings  will  be  on  Aug.  5  at  First 
Church,  Wiggins;  Aug.  6  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Jack- 
son;  and  Aug.  8  at  First  Church,  Oxford.  All  three  will 
begin  at  2  p.m.  and  conclude  at  8  p.m. 

The  guest  clinician  on  taxes  will  be  Frank  Schwall, 


senior  vice  president  of  the  Annuity  Board.  David 
Michel,  MBCB  stewardship  director,  will  handle  budget 
questions.  And  Bill  Sellers,  MBCB  annuity  representa¬ 
tive,  will  discuss  annuity  programs. 

Sellers  notes  that  a  barbecue  supper  will  be  served  al 
each  meeting.  There  is  a  $10  pre-registration  fee  per 
church  and  each  church  may  bring  up  to  five  persons 

Reservations  need  to  be  made  by  July  22  through  the 
Stewardship  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Conveir- 
tion  Board,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

These  meetings  are  designed  for  pastors,  chairmen  / 
deacons,  church  treasurers,  personnel  committee  t^'air^ 
persons,  and  budget  committee  chairs.  ff|l 


Bring  Your  Youth  To  ...  The  Presentation  ot 


THE  GULFSHORE  YOUTH  MUSIC  CONFERENCE  CfeBlR 

Directed  by 
LYNN  MADDEN 

111'  laew  .tnte’*- 

Approximately  300  Voices  In  Drama  And  Movement 

Tuesday,  July  16, 1991 
7:15  p.m, 

AudHorlum  -  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

■* 

There  is  no  fee  but  please  fill  In  the  form  on  the  back  page  of  Housetops  and  return 
to  the  Church  Music  Department  or  call  and  make  your  reservation.  Seating  capacity 
Is  limited. 


! 

What  I  tell  yoii  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  iight:  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  prociaim  upon  the  housetops.  Matthew  10:27  NAS 


REGISTRATION 
$6.00 
includes 
Meal/Materials/ 
Bookstore  coupon 


Second  Annual  Pastors  School 

Sponsored  by  Mississippi  College 

and  the  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries, 

Sunday  School  and  Church  Music  Departments' 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

August  8-9, 1 991 

Clinton,  Mississippi 

PURPOSE:  To  provide  an  inspirational  and  worship  exf)erience  that  will  renew 
pastors,  church  staff  and  wives  for  Christian  ministry. 

WHO  MAY  ATTEND:  Pastors  and  all  staff  ministers,  directors  of  missions,  chap¬ 
lains,  and  their  wives.  No  provision  is  made  for  children. 

REGISTRATION  FEE:  $1 5  per  person,  $20  per  couple;  full  payment  requested  with 
reservation  form.  Full  refund  will  be  made  upon  request  prior  to  first  ses¬ 
sion.  Commuters  will  pay  only  the  registration  fee. 

HOUSING:  Accommodations  are  available  in  air-conditioned  Gunter  Hall.  Cost, 
$8  per  person/couple  per  night  for  double  occupancy  rooms. 

MEALS:  The  Thursday  evening  banquet  and  refreshment  breaks  will  be 
complimentary.  Other  meals  may  be  purchased  at  cafeteria. 

CtiECK-IN:  Begins  9:00  a.m.  Thursday,  August  8.  Ends  9:00  p.m.  Friday. 

SCHOLARSHIPS:  A  limited  number  of  scholarships  will  be  available  upon  request. 

F.KTIFICATES  of  Continuing  Education  units  wSf  Be^4(d4dff  3?  '  ’  . 

Si*  CIAL  PROGRAM  for  wives. 


Over  50  confa«ices 
includir^ 

□sscipleALL 
LIFE  Courses 
PrayerMinistry 
Equi^irtg  Centers 
Idea  OonleFences 
Special  Interests 


SfCCTACULAR 

MU^ 

DAVID  FORD  and 
church  choirs 


Friends  of 
Oiscipleship 
Training 
Recognized 


SPeCTACULAK 

SPEAKfltS 

Roy  Edgemtm,  Nash. 
T:  W.  Hunt,  Nash. 

Perry  Sand&s 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 

Frank  PblUud 
Jackson,  Mississippi 


Sponsored  by: 

Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 

Discipleship  Training  Department 
Tennessee  Baptist  Convention 

Discipleship  Training  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

Shelby  Baptist  Association 


RAM  PERSONALITIES 


f  Seal,  Consultant,  Church  Administration  Department,  SBC 
H  <jld  Bryson,  Chairman  of  Pastoral  Ministries,  NOBTS 
.  (li  Causey,  Executive  Director-Treasurer,  MBCB 
/  '//I  McCall,  Head,  Department  of  Religion  and  Philosophy,  MC 
I  ewfs  Oswalt,  Assistant  Professor,  Department  of  Music,  MC 

Registration  form  on  back  page  of  HouseTops.  RQ 


A  Cooperative  Program  Ministry 


Basic  and  AdvwcMl 
Certification  Seminars 

for 

Churdi,Associati(Hial, 
and  Agency  Secretaries 


August  20-23, 1991 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 


Seminar  Information 


Basic  Seminar 


Leaden  Melba  Tiller,  certified  church  secretary  instructor  of 
the  Sunday  School  Board,  from  San  Augustine,  Tbxas 


Conference  Cost:  $75.00  to  cover  the  cost  of  all  materials 
(National  Association  of  Southern  Baptist  Secretaries 
member  fee  is  $70.00)  payable  to  Simday  School 
Board 


Lodging/Meals  Cost:  $66.50  to  cover  the  cost  of  meals 
from  lliesday  Iimch  through  Friday  breakfast  and 
lodging  (including  linens)  payable  to  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  If  you  plan  to  commute  you 
may  pay  for  only  the  meals  you  wish  to  eat: 
brea^ast,  $3.00;  limch,  $4.00;  supper,  $4.00. 


Length  of  time:  Sessions  will  be  conducted  on  T\iesday, 

August  20  from  8:30  a.m.  imtil  9K)0  p.m.;  on  Wednes¬ 
day  and  Thursday,  August  21  and  22  fitim  8:30  a.m. 
imtil  4:30  p.m.;  on  Friday,  August  23  from  8:30  a.m. 
until  11:00  a.m.  (exam). 


Advanced  Seminar 

Leaden  Dorothy  Heard,  certified  church  secretary  instructor 
of  the  Sunday  School  Board,  from  Madison,  Florida 


Cost:  $25.00  per  skillshop  to  cover  the  cost  of  all  materials 
(National  Association  of  Southern  Baptist  Secretaries 
members  fee  is  $22.50  per  skillshop)  payable  to  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board 


Lodging/Meals  Cost:  $49.50  to  cover  the  cost  of  meals 
from  IViesday  lunch  through  Thursday  lunch  and 
lodging  (including  linens).  If  you  plan  to  commute  you 
may  pay  for  only  the  meals  you  wish  to  eat:  breakfast, 
$3.00;  lunch,  $4.00;  supper,  $4.00. 


Length  of  Time:  Sessions  will  be  conducted  on  Tliesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  August  20-22,  from 
8:30  a.m.  until  4:30  p.m.  each  day 


Note:  The  Baptst  Bookstore  will  have  books  available 
for  sale. 


For  more  information  please  contact:  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department 
P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205,  (601)  968-3800  extension  3905 


I 
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Mission  Project  — 
Request 

We  have  had  an  urgent  request  for  help 
from  William  Carey  College.  They  have 
a  dorm  that  needs  to  open  this  next  ses¬ 
sion  due  to  an  increase  in  enrollment. 


general  clean-up.  This  work  needs  to 
be  completed  by  the  end  of  July,  so  we 
need  the  teams  quickly. 

If  you  have  Baptist  Men  groups  or  con¬ 
struction  groups  that  can  respond  please 
contact  the  Brotherhood  Department 
or  Hardy  Denham  at  William  Carey 
College  (Phone  582-6156.)  Q| 


WORKSHOP 

October  14-18, 1991 
Baptist  Building 


They  need  construction  teams  to  assist 
with  painting,  minor  electrical  work  and 


Discipleship  Training  Provides 

1 .  Commitment  to  the  ministry  of  the  church. 

2.  More  people  involved  In  the  total  nnnistry  of  the  church. 

3.  More  people  committing  life  to  full-time  Christian  vocations 

4.  Maturing  Christians. 

5.  People  accepting  Christ  as  Savior. 

6.  New  members  being  involved  in  the  ministry  of  the  church. 


Here  Is  Your  First  — ■ 
Opportunity _ 

. . .  to  participate  in  the  Mississippi-Zim- 
babwe  Missions  Partnership.  There  has 
been  an  official  request  for  Sept  1 2- 
22,  1991.  Needed  are  12  pastors/evan¬ 
gelists.  They  will  begin  their  work  Sept. 

1 2-1 4  at  the  Zimbabwe  Baptist  Camp 
training  pastors  and  key  laypersorts  from 
Zimbabwe  churches  in  evangelistic 
strategies.  These  strategies  include 
church  planting,  revival  preparation, 
invitation  aixl  counseling,  new  member 


training,  and  p»ersonal  witnessing.  Then 
the  ministers  will  be  fanning  out  across 
the  country  into  1 2  locatior>s  preaching 
weeklong  revivals.  They  will  be  speaking 
in  schools  and  rallies  also.  Bill  Causey 
will  be  the  speaker  for  a  kick  off  rally  in 
Zimbabwe  which  will  Interpret  the  part¬ 
nership  project.  For  more  information  on 
this  September  project  contact  Garland 
McKee,  director  of  the  Evangelism 
Department.  Total  cost  is  $2,975.  Rn 


Sunday  School  Calendar 


AUGUST 


1  -3  Sunday  School  Leadership  Conference  Gulfshore 
8-10  Sunday  School  Leadership  Conference  Gulfshore 

8-10  January  Bible  Study  Clinic  Mississippi  College 

26  Roll-Out  Celebration  Baptist  Building 


Mission  Blitz 

Two  Mission  Blitzes  took  place  recently  in 
Lee  County  and  in  Jackson  County  involv¬ 
ing  a  total  of  272  youths  from  more  than 
20  churches  in  the  state. 

The  results  of  the  blitzes  included  more 
than  83  professions  of  faith — with  some  of 
the  decisions  coming  from  the  young  peo¬ 
ple  who  were  ministry  team  members, 
according  to  Jim  Didlake,  Brotherhood 
Department  consultant  who  coordinated 
the  projects. 

BH|||||B  Churches 

from  which 
the  volunteers 
came  were 
|Hk*  Ecm,  Wild- 
wood,  Sher- 
man,  Grace 
Memorial, 

BPS  Parkway  Jack- 
'  .  .itJ  son,  Tupelo 

Scott  White,  Patrick  Henry,  and  Beth  First,  Potts 
Rutledge  of  Briar  Hill,  FkxetKe,  work  Camp, 
at  Warner  Homes  in  Pascagoula.  Abbeville, 

Doty  Chapel, 

Longview,  Jericho  Baldwyn,  Bethany  Pren¬ 
tiss,  Prentiss  senior  adults,  Poplar  Springs 
Merxienhall,  Briar  Hill,  Holly  Corinth,  Anna 
Heights  from  Illinois,  Silver 
Springs,  and  groups  from  .  gt 

Walthall  and  Carroll-Mont-  M 

gohnery  Associations.  aJfl 

In  the  two  counties  there 

were  1 8  Vacation  Bible  • 

Schools,  plus  another  at  the 
Vietnamese  Mission  in  Biloxi. 

Rebecca  Williams  of  Gautier, 
who  was  a  director  of  the  j 

Jackson  County  projects,  said  J 

that  much  of  the  work  was  41 


done  in 
high  crime 
areas  and 
that  *1  really 
believe  the 
real  hope 
for  the 
future  is  to 
introduce 
these  chil- 


SEPTEMBER 


6-7  Sunday  School  Leadership  Conference  Gulfshore 

1 3-1 4  Sunday  School  Leadership  Conference  Gulfshore 
29  Day  of  Prayer  for  Sunday  School  BREAKTHROpGFj 


dren  to  pL- w. 

Jesus  Christ."  Stephanie  Acy  of  Parkway, 
Jackson,  leads  Bible  activity 
She  said  Tupelo  blitz. 

the  Jackson 

Countians  are  concerned  about  follow  up. 
"We'll  take  Big  A  Clubs  into  those  areas," 
particularly  where  there  were  professions 
of  faith,  she  said,  "But  we  need  to  get  more 
involved  with  tying  them  into  churches." 

A  representative  of  Lee  County  Baptists  said 
that  when  one  of  the  project  sites  fell 
through,  permission  was  granted  at  the  last 
minute  to  hold  a  VBS  in  a  trailer  park 
where  Baptist  work  had  not  been  done.  As 
a  result  of  those  efforts  a  Backyard  Bible 
Club  is  rK>w  planned  there. 

To  particiF>ate  in  next  summer's  Mission 
Blitzes,  which  will  take  place  in  Lee  and 
Jackson  Counties  plus  other  unspecified 
locations,  contact  Jim 
Didlake  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205,  phone 
968-3800. 


Give  Them 


These  words  of  warmth  and 
love  are  a  welcome  sound  to 
new  Christians.  In  addition, 
these  words  should  mark 
the  beginning  of  a  growing 
life  of  discipleship.  Wel¬ 
come  to  God's  Family  is  a 
small,  colorful  booklet  that 
helps  new  Christians  get  the 
start  they  need. 


Welcome  to  God’s  Family  gives  new  converts  a  clear,  simple  explanation  of  salva¬ 
tion  and  the  reasons  they  can  feel  assured  about  that  experience.  The  booklet  also 
emphasizes  the  importance  of  prayer  and  Bible  study  in  a  Christian  life. 

Placing  this  booklet  in  the  hands  of  a  new  Christian  is  a  very  special  way  to  say,  “Wel¬ 
come  to  God’s  family.”  Order  item  9218-01  from  Materials  Services  Department,  127 
Ninth  Avenue,  Norths  Nashville,  TN  37234. 


Jennifer  Thornton,  Poplar 
Springs,  Mendenhall,  leads 
a  VBS  group  at  Hayward 
Brooks  Homes  in 
Pascagoula. 


— Oul^ehoce  . . . 

Mufifc  J^der<ship 

^Confensncie  ^  ^1*^  ’?,’ 

Culfsppre  Assembly 

Pass  thristian,  MS 


SCHEDULE 

THURSDAY,  July  18 

10:KX)a.m.  Registration 

12:15  p.m.  Faculty  Orientfition  -  Room  1 5 

1 2:45  p.m.  Orientation  of  Conferees  -  Auditorium 


1:30  p.m. 


2:45  p.m. 


CLASSES 

TEACHER 

ROOM 

Prescliool  Choir  Leadership 

Session  1  of  5 

Sanders 

9-10 

Younger  Children's  Choir  Leadership 

Session  1  of  5 

Jackson 

11-12 

Older  Children's  Choir  leadership 

Session  1  of  5 

D.  Odom 

13-14 

Piano  •  Level  1 

Session  1  of  5 

Kirkland 

15 

Piano  -  Level  II 

Session  1  of  5 

Taylor 

21 

Organ 

Session  J  of  5 

Travis 

Auditorium 

ConductlngSession  1  of  2 

J-Jow  to  Organize  and  Maruige  a 

Prke 

27 

Oiurch  Musk  Ministry 

Session  1  of  2 

Keown 

25 

Bible  Study 

CLASSES 

McGregor 

7-8 

2:45  p.m. 

JndoorAXrtdoor  Music  Games 

Repeated  1 :30  Fri. 

N.  Carter 

5-6 

Combined  Age  Choir  (1-6)  Leadership 

Offered  once 

S.  Odom 

11-12 

Bask  Orff  Repeated  1 :30  Fri. 

D.  Odom 

13-14 

Shaped  and  Sounds 

Repeated  2:45  Fri. 

Hardy 

3 

Using  Puppets  with  Children 

Repeated  4M) 

Thy2:45  Fri. 

Stevens 

1-2 

Sugar  Stkks 

Repeated  1 :30 

8. 2:45  Fri. 

V.  Smith 

4 

Piano  -  Level  1 

Session  2  of  5 

Kirldand 

15 

Piano -Level  II 

Session  2  of  5 

Taylor 

21 

Oigan 

Session  2  of  5 

Travis 

Auditoiium 

4<X)  p.m. 

ConductingSession  2  of  2 

Prke 

27 

4KX)  p.m. 


6:30  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 

7:45  p.m. 


Rahtanal  techniques  for  the 
Church  Orchestra 
How  10  Organize  and  Manage  a 
Church  Music  Ministry 
Basic  Handbeils 
CLASSES 

Using  Puppets  with  Children 
KorMy  in  Choir 
The  Resource  Room 

Direrjing  Children's  Singing 
First  Brm  Directors 
First  Time  Workers 

I've  Always  Wanted  to  Play  The  Piano 
Beginning  Voice  Class 
HaMMI  Ringers 

Practical  Song  LeadingAtusic  Reading 
Choral  Reading  Session  •  Auditorium 
Mass  Choir  Rehearsal 
with  Milbum  Price  -  Auditorium 
Worship  Service 


FRIDAY,  JULY  19 

8:30  a.m.  Preschool  Music  LeadfiC^hip^  _ 

Younfpii  Children's-  hRustc  jgadecsKlp 
CaS^ChiMren's  MusicVeawfship 
Piano  -  Level  I 
Piarx)  -  Level  II 
Organ 

Ensemble,  Solo  and  Advanced 
Handbell  Techniques 
Planning  for  Sunday 


Offered  once 

Session  2  of  2 
Offered  once 

Repeated  2:45  Fri. 
Repeated  4<X)  Fri. 
Repeated  1 :30 
&  4KX)  Fri. 
Repeated  400  Fri. 
Offered  otKe 
Offered  orxie 
Session  1  of  3 
Session  T  of  2 
Session  1  of  2 
Session  1  of  2 


Session  2  of  5 
Session  2  of  5 
Session  2  of  5 
Session  3  of  5 
Session  3  of  5 
Session  3  of  5 

Session  1  of  2 
Offered  otkc 


Hanbery 

Keown 
J.  Talley 

Stevens 
N.  Carter 

Surfc 
Prater 
S.  Odom 
Hardy 
).  Taylor 
R.  Carter 
J.  Talley 
Jones 


Compositional  Techniques  Offered  once 

Bible  Study 

9:45  a.m.  CLASSES 

Preschool  Music  Leadership  Session  3  of  5 

Younger  Children's  Music  Leadership  Session  3  of  5 

Older  Children's  Music  Leadership  Session  3  of  5 

Piano  -  Level  I  Session  4  of  5 

Piano  -  Level  II  Session  4  of  5 

Organ  Session  4  of  5 

Ensemble,  Solo  and  Advanced 
Harxibell  Techniques  Session  2  of  2 

Churches  Associating  Musically  Offered  orKe 

Extended  Youth  Choir  Ministry  Offered  otKe 

1 1 :00  a.m.  Worship  -  Auditorium 

1 :30  p.m.  CLASSES 

Sugar  Sticks  Repeated  2:4S  I 

The  Resource  Room  Repeated  4:00  I 

Basic  Orff  last  time  offered  D.  Odom 

IndoorADutdoor  Musk  Games  last  time  offset 

Accompanying  Children's  Choirs  Repeated  2:45  I 

Children's  HandbelUChime 

C^r  Leadership  Session  1  of  2 

Piano  Level  I  Session  5  of  5 

Piano  Level  II  Session  S  of  5 

Organ  Session  5  of  5 

Youth  Musk  That  Works  Offered  once 

Choral  Techniques  Session  1  of  2 

2:45  p.m.  CLASSES 

Accompanying  Children's  Choirs  Last  time  offerei 

Shapes  and  Sounds  Last  time  offerei 

Using  Puppets  with  Chikken  Last  time  offerei 

Sugar  Stkks  Last  time  offerei 

Musk  in  Missions  Repealed  830 1 

Open  Session  on  Instrumental  Musk  Offered  once 
Choral  Techniques  Session  2  of  2 

Tve  Always  Wanted  to  Play  the  Piarto  Session  2  of  3 
Children's  Handbel^Chime 

Choir  Leadership  Session  2  of  2 

'Practkal  Song  LeadingAtusk  Reading  Session  2  of  2 
4M)  p.m.  CLASSES 

Handbell  Ringers  Session  2  of  2 

Beginning  Voke  Class  Session  2  of  2 

Ko^ly  in  Choir  Last  time  offerei 

The  Resource  Room  Last  time  offerei 

Directing  Children's  Singing  Last  time  offerei 

I've  Always  Wanted  to  ^y  the  Piano  Session  3  of  3 

Motivated  Singers  Make  Satisfied  Singers  Offered  once 
6:30  p.m.  Choral  Reading  Session  -  Auditorium 

7:30  p.m.  Concert 

8.-00  p.m.  Mass  Choir  Rehearsal  with  Milbum  Price  •  Auditorium 
8:45  p.m.  Talent  Time 

SATURDAY,  JULY  20 


Offered  once 

Prke 

27 

McGregor 

7-8 

Session  3  of  5 

Sanders 

9-10 

Session  3  of  5 

Jackson 

11-12 

Session  3  of  5 

D.  Odom 

13-14 

Session  4  of  5 

Kirkland 

IS 

Session  4  of  5 

Taykx 

21 

Session  4  of  5 

Travis 

Auditorium 

Session  2  of  2 

|.  Talley 

19 

Offered  otKe 

Jonet^Keown 

25 

Offered  otKe 

Clark 

23 

Repeated  2:4S  Fri. 

V.  Smith 

4 

Repeated  4:(X)  Fri. 

Stark 

7-8 

D.  Odom 

13-14 

last  time  off^ed 

N.  Carter 

5-6 

Repeated  2:45  Fri. 

S.  Odom 

11-12 

Session  1  of  2 

Hart 

19 

SesskmSof  5 

Kirkland 

15 

Session  S  of  5 

Taylor 

21 

Session  5  of  5 

Travis 

Auditorium 

Offered  OtKe 

Clark 

23 

Session  1  of  2 

Price 

27 

Last  time  offered 

S.  Odom 

11-12 

Last  time  offered 

Haidy 

3 

Last  time  offered 

Stevens 

1-2 

Last  time  offered 

V.  Smith 

4 

Repeated  830  Sat. 

Caiter 

5-6 

Offered  OtKe 

Hanbery 

17 

SessionZof2 

Price 

27 

Session  2  of  3 

J.  Taylor 

15 

Session  2  of  2 

Hart 

19 

Session  2  of  2 

Jones 

25 

Session  2  of  2 

).  Talley 

19 

Session2of  2 

R.  Carter 

21 

Last  time  offered 

N.  Carter 

5-6 

Last  time  offered 

Stark 

7-8 

Last  time  offered 

Prater 

13-14 

Sessk>n3of3 

J.  Taylor 

15 

Offered  otKe 

Keown 

23 

Sanders 


J.  Talley 
D.  Jones 


15 

21 

8:30  a.m. 

CLASSES 

19 

Preschool  Musk  Leadership 

Session  4  of  5 

Sanders 

9-10 

25 

Younger  Children's  Musk  Leadership 

Session  4  of  5 

Jackson 

11-12 

Older  .Children's  Musk  Leadership 

Session  4  of  5 

Odom 

13-14 

Piartc/Organ  Combined  Class 

Offered  otK* 

Pray 

Auditorium 

Selecting  Music  for  Smaller 

Church  Choirs 

Session  1  of  2 

Keown 

25 

Bible  Study 

McGregor 

7-8 

Music  in  Missions 

last  time  offered 

Carter 

5-6 

9:45  a.m. 

CLASSES 

9-10 

Preschool  Music  Leadership 

Session  5  of  5 

Sanders 

9-10 

11-12 

Younger  Children's  Musk  Leadership 

Session  S  of  5 

Jackson 

11-12 

1  A 

Older  Children's  Music  Leadership 

Session  5  of  5 

D.Odom 

13-14 

1  c 

Physiological  Approach  to 

13 

Keyboard  Practice 

Offered  ofKe 

Culpepper 

17 

21 

Sele^ing  Music  for  Smaller 

Auditorium 

Church  Choirs 

Session  2  of  2 

Keown 

25 

Master  Voice  Class 

Offered  ofKe 

R.  Carter 

21 

19 

11:00  a.m. 

Worship 

25 

1 KX)  p.m. 

Good-bye! 

Reservation  Form 

for  In  Search  Of ...  JESUS 


Name _ 

Church _ 

Telephone  ^ 

Estimate  Numljer  Attmd/ng 


Mail  To:  Church  Music  Department 

P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
Phone-#  968-3800 


Second  Annual  Pastors  School 
Registration  August  8-9, 1991 

Please  send  me  a  schedule  and  further  information 
about  The  Pastors  School. 

Name:  _ 


Address:  _ 
Home  Ph. 


Work  Ph:_ 


QUESTIONS?  Call  925-3831 


}  in-  Ii 


MAIL  TO:  Second  Annual  Pastors  School 
P.O.  80x4185 

I  Clinton,  MS  39058 


Having  The  Time  Of  Your 
Life  —  In  Church 

"I  didn't  know  church  could  be  so  much  fun — until  I 
discovered  my  gifts."  That  was  one  person's  response 
after  discovering  that  God  has  gifted  all  his  people  Dis¬ 
covering  Your  Spiritual  gifts  is  an  eight-session  Equip¬ 
ping  Center  module  designed  to  affirm  the  presence  of 
spiritual  gifts  in  our  lives  arxJ  the  lives  of  other  believers. 

When  we  live  out  of  our  gifts,  we  begin  to  have  the 
time  of  our  lives.  This  module  provides  an  exciting 
way  of  learning  through  a  member  booklet  and  a 
Body  of  Christ  chart.  Complete  with  leader  guides 
and  learning  aids. 

Order  Discovering  Your  Spiritual  Gifts  from  materials 
Services  Department  127  Ninth  Avenue,  North 
Nashville,  TN  37234  or  purchase  at  Baptist  Book  Stores. 


I 

I 


Luther  sets  example 


By  Larry  Otis  w 

Recently  I  read  in  an  1848  edition  of  the  HISTORY  OF  THE  REFORMA-  O 
TION  about  Martin  Luther,  his  dedication,  and  his  conviction  of  man’s  abili- 
ty  to  read  God’s  Word  and  to  have  its  meaning  understood.  In  Luther’s  time,  ““ 
the  Bible  was  not  readily  available  to  the  public  and  many  L  L 

■  _ ^11^: _ 1^^  _ t  ..a.i _ i  _ i?  _  Ji  ^  ^ 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Trust  the  Lord  and  tell  the  people 


eof  its  religious  leaders  for  their  use.  Luther  read,  studied, 
prayed,  and  contemplated  God’s  Word  to  man. 

Upon  reaching  his  convictions  of  what  God  was  saying 
to  all  men,  Luther  found  himself  at  odds  with  his  own 
Catholic  religion  and  its  princely  leaders.  His  conviction 
and  determination  carried  him  to  express  his  beliefs  in 
writing,  to  defend  them  against  the  threat  of  the  pope.  He 
had  few  individuals  that  stood  by  his  side  against  the 
Vatican  system  and  leadership. 

It  is  gratifying  to  us  as  Christians  to  look  back  at  the 
strength  of  conviction  of  Martin  Luther  in  his  endeavor  to 
bring  the  truth  of  the  word  of  God  to  the  average  man. 
Luther’s  beliefs  led  him  to  question  the  papal  authority. 

We  as  Christians  face  a  different  type  of  challenge  than  that  of  Luther.  Our 
lives  are  not  challenged,  our  livelihood  is  not  at  risk,  nor  our  reputation  in 
danger.  We  are  called  upon  to  minister  in  God’s  name  to  all  people,  to  share 
the  goal  news  of  God’s  great  love  for  all  people.  We  must  be  about  his  work, 
and  not  man’s  work.  The  church  is  to  be  a  place  where  we  worship  God,  sing 
praises,  and  bow  down  before  him  and  humble  ourselv^. 

Luther  showed  to  us  in  this  modern  time  of  various  approaches  to  our  Chris¬ 
tian  living  that  a  central  theme  is  as  applicable  today  as  in  Luther’s  16th  cen¬ 
tury.  We  must  be  faithful,  hold  fast  to  G^’s  Word,  study  his  Word,  and  be  con¬ 
victed  enough  of  our  understanding  of  his  Word  that  we  can  stand  firm  to  our 
Christian  beliefs  and  heritage  under  God’s  leadership. 

Ephesians  4:1-6  gives  us  our  marching  orders  for  our  lives  under  God:  to 
walk  worthy  of  our  calling,  to  be  humble,  gentle,  patient,  bearing  one  another 
in  love.  Make  every  effort  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  through  the  bond  of 
peace.  There  is  one  body,  one  Spirit,  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one 
God  and  Father,  who  is  over  all  and  through  all  and  in  all. 

As  the  children  of  God,  called  to  do  his  work,  we  must  have  the  faith,  deter¬ 
mination,  and  commitment  of  work  and  study  of  a  Martin  Luther,  so  that  we 
may  bring  ourselves  before  God  as  acceptable  and  proven  vessels. 

Larry  Otis  is  a  Tupelo  layman. 


Newton  presents  award  to  McGregor. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


each  other?  What  would  happen  if  no  religion  and  patriotism  that  is  sweep-  our  country  rather  than  nonormg  the 
one  even  mentioned  whom  they  were  ing  our  nation  in,  of  all  places,  the  God  of  our  coun^  are  dirwt  viola¬ 
going  to  run  or  vote  for  next  summer  longtime  champion  of  the  ideals  of  tions  of  the  principles  for  which  many 
and  just  cast  their  vote  and  kept  separation  of  church  and  state,  the  Baptists  have  given  their  lives  in  this 
silent?  This  might  be  the  beginning  <rf  Baptist  church.  Giant  American  flags  great  country.  Do  we  believe  in  God 
the  end  of  this  atrocious  mess.  and  patriotic  messages  stir  my  heart  or  do  we  believe  in  America?  Is  Jesus 

Let  us  all  join  hands  again  and  ask  and  bring  a  lump  to  my  throat.  I  get  Lord  or  is  America  lord?  Both  cannot 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  to  guide  us  out  of  chills  when  I  think  of  the  sacrifices  be  Lord. 

this  stormy  sea  to  the  idain  of  Ixrether-  made  by  the  men  and  women  who  Romans  13:1  tells  us  to  be  subject 
love.  The  Southern  Baptist  family  have  given  their  lives  for  this  coun^.  to  the  higher  powers.  That  is  an  easy 
watches;  the  world  watches;  our  Lord  “God  Bless  America”  and  “America  cwnmand  to k^  in  this  great  nation, 
watches.  Every  one  loses  unless  we  the  Beautiful”  bring  tears  to  my  eyes  It  seems  that  in  this  land  of  the  free 
elevate  this  to  a  higher  plain  and  a  as  the  jets  fly  over.  and  home  of  the  brave,  we  must  be 

hifiher  newer.  ^  <  r  i  cautious  that  we  not  become  guilty  of 

Danny  C.  Burnham  coiuitry  f^ls  deifying  and  worshiping  the  state  as 

Fort  Worth,  Ttexas  wonderful  and  there  are  s^ng  emo-  jjjg  Romans  did  before  their  fall. 

1  «...  9  tions  iwolv^  in  nr^  pa^otism,  but  Rendering  unto  Caesar  is  our  Chris- 

Church  or  state.  [»tno^ni  is  n<H  Christian  worehip.  tian  duty,  wt  worshiping  Caesar  is  not 

Kdimr  •  ^  of  aU  people,  s^d  know  un-baptistic ;  it  is  un-Christian 

I  love  America' I  am  thankful  for  ^ ^  idolatry.  Render  unto  ^esar  the 

1 Anienca!  l  am  lor  that  there  is  a  difference  between  thinirs  that  are  Caesar’s  let’s  not 

iX  ™«l^™'»C.es.rajd,^dering 

S  we  are  committing  idotatry  pastor.  First  Church.  Aminr 

hearts  and  made  it  quite  fashionable  America  needs  God,  but  does  God 

to  be  a  flag  waver.  I  waved  my  flag  need  Amaica?  Is  the  Kingdom  of  God  '  j 
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Thursday.  July  11.  lt»i 


Churches  adopt  expanded  annuity  plan 

The  foUowing  churches  have  a^k^ted  the  EIxpanded  Annuity  Plan  since 
those  reported  in  the  June  6  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record:  CarroU- 
Montgomery:  Coila;  Humphreys:  FBC  Isola;  Jasper:  FBC  Rose  Hill; 
Lamar:  Oloh;  and  Lowndes:  Border  Springs. 


comes  naturally.  Silence 


expenence. 


Staff  changes 


comes 


Michael  Weeks  has  accepted  the  Eastside  Church,  Beizoni,  has  call- 
call  of  Oakland  Church,  Brandon,  as  ed  Joy  Vaughn  of  Durant,  as  its  sym- 
pastor.  He  comtt  to  this  position  from  mer  minister  of  youfli  iHid  dbtivi^K. 

H Leake  County,  Vaughn  is  a  junior  at  William  Caiey 
where  he  served  as  College  in  Hattiesburg.  Robert  Bums 
director  of  mis-  is  pastor, 
sions  He  has  serv¬ 
ed  churches  in  Steve  Hurt  has  accepted  the  call  as 
Mississippi  and  minister  of  education  for  Calvary 
Louisiana  He  Church,  Tupelo,  effective  June  9.  Hurt 
holj^iy^tjnasterof  previously  served 


divinity  degree 
jfrom  New  Orleans 
'Seminary,  and  the 
B.A  degree  from 
Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege.  He  has  traveled  the  Southeast 
conducting  conferences  for  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board  and  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board.  He  i:  also  a  certified 
teacher  for  the  Seminary  Extension 
Department.  He  and  his  wife  Brenda 
have  two  children 

Parkway  Church, 
Natchez,  has 
John  Cross  to 
■  serve  as  summer 
^9  vS"  minister  of  youth. 

1  ^  Cross  is  from  Moss 

Point,  and  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Mississippi 
College.  He  is  a 
member  of  Mor- 

- — ptson  —  Heights 

Cross  Church,  Clinton. 

North  Batesville  Church,  Panola 
.Association,  has  called  Ben  Jones  as 
minister  of  youth,  eff^tive  June  9.  A 
native  of  Tupelo,  Jones  is  presently  a 
sophomore  at  Union  University, 
Jackson,  Tenn. 


Homecomings 


Weeks 


E>^  ENRICHMENT  P 

'  M  CRUSADE  ^ 

Bob  Norman  Russell  Newport 

July  14-16,  6:30  p.m.  nightly 

Bowmar  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg 

Sponsored  by  Warren  Associational  Senior  Adults 


National  College  Funding  Service,  Inc.  can  provide  up  to 
$74,750  regardless  of  family  income  under  the 
Higher  Education  Act. 

We  think  the  cost  of  a  coHeRS  eduoetion  Is  absoliitsly  worth  the 
time  of  completing  and  mailing  in  our  form. 


Parent's  Name 


Telephone  (Home). 


(Business). 


Names  and  Ages  of  Children 


Name  of  School 


Mail  to:  National  College  Funding  Services.  Inc. 

2506  Lakeland  Dr..  Suite  600 
Jackaon.  MS  39208 

Undenwritlan  by;  Atlanlic  American  Lift  Inturanca  Company.  Atlantic  Amarican  Lila  is  a  qualiliad  lendar 
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ny  Harrisin  ot  Forest.  New  Good  ■■*•••,»*  " 

Hope  Church,  music  leader;  Paul 

Smith  Dastor  *  Sun  services  at  11  a  m  Church,  Coffeeviile,  evange 

S  i!?0  J.’.e  S’  ' 

fellowship  hall;  Mon.-Wed.  at  7:30  p.m.  *’®**®y’ 

D........  r<ku«..  /•  Pelahatchie  Church  (Rankin) 

iiOv  tjiq’  n  m  ■  *7  14-19;  Sun.,  11  a  m.  and  7  p.ii 

July  14-19;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  a.iK..  v....  a. 

v^orship,  11;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Kenneth  f ^Jrkwav  ChSreh 
Moore,  Enon  Church,  Jayess, 
evangelist;  Thomas  Moak,  Bogue  ‘*1 ’ii 

Chitto,  retired  from  Pleasant  Hill, 

music;  Emon  White,  pastor.  P®**®*^^ 

Arlington,  Lincoln  Association 

.SiS',:  su^'.'u  S:  IS 

Drew  Leblanc,  minister  of  music, 

Crystal  Springs,  music;  Les  Hughes,  Pleasant  Grove  Chu 
Pastor.  Brookhaven:  July  14-19;  Sunda 

a.m.,  dinner  on  the  gnmnds,  a 
Liberty  Church. ^  Jefferson  com-  p^.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  nighUy; 
munity  (Carroll-Mon^ome^l^uly  McHenry,  First  Church,  Okol 
14-19;  John  MarshanT’'B>n'Sinith,  evangelist;  Jewell  Greer,  Ru 
Ark., evangelist;  Claver  Blair,  Liber-  Church,  Meridian,  music;  Jam( 
ty  Church,  music  leader ;  services  at  Sanders,  pastor 
10:45  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.;  Keith 

Powell,  pastor ,  ,,  Antioch  Church,  Prentiss: 

Learned  Church  (Hni^-Madison):  Mon.-Fn.,  7  p.m.;  lUKdrii  Ke^ 
July  18-21 ;  evefi^  9An.  at  11  Bethaiw  Church.  Prentiii^*«Bftgi 
a  m.;  Jack  Albritton.  McLnorin  Russell  PolsoivJr.,  pastor. 
Heights  Church,  Pearl,  preaching;  _  t  ^  «  *" 

Jam  Mason,  pastor, 

14-19;  Sunday,  U  a.m.,  fellowship 
Rock  Hill,  Covington  Association:  ner,  noon;  services,  1:30  pm.; 
July  21-25;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  2  p.m.;  vices,  7  p.m.,  Mon.-FTi.:  Tbm. 
10  a.m.  and  7  pm.  daily ;  Fred  Fowler,  Moontainburg,  Ark.,  evangelist 
evangelist;  Buddy  McEiroy,  music;  wife,  Kay  On,  special  music; 
Zack  Winningham,  pastor.  Fresher,  pastor. _ 


Want  More  From  Your 
Offering  Envelope  Company? 


OA  Call...  V\ 

Baptist  Book  Store  ■ 

^  Envelope  Service!  ^ 

\  We  offer  more  than  just  envelopes — we  custom  design  offer- 
ing  envelop  systems  to  meet  your  church’s  needs.  Whether 
large  or  sniall,  computerized  or  not — 

WE  HAVE  THE  SYSTEM  FOR  YOU! 

•  Boxed  Set  envelopes  that  can  be  personalized  to  each  member  of  your  congregation 

•  Envelope  sets  mailed  on  a  regular  basis  to  your  members 

•  Special  Occasion  Envelopes,  Stock  Sets,  ^tkmery  Products 

•  Contribution  Recording  System. 

Give  us  a  call  and  let  our  expertise  work  for  you! 

BAPTIST  BOOK  STORE 
ENVELOPE  SERVICE 

„CaU  1-800-874:5319  127  Ninth  Avenue  North,  MSN  155 

iInTenneaaeePl-800-824-0171  Nashville,  TN  37234 
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Just  for  the  Record 


A  groundbreaking  ceremony  was  held  June  9  at  Country 


A  Great  Show  On  Rails 

Ticket  information,  dining  reservations: 

(501)  253-0623 

ESafhA  Railway  •  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 
AFTER  TtlE  PASSIOM  PLAY.  STAY  AliOTMER  DAY  FOR  ESarhA. 


First  Church,  Lambert,  North  Delta 
Association,  will  have  a 
deacons/wives  conference,  July  26-27. 
Leading  the  conference  will  be  Robert 
Sheffield,  national  deacon  ministry 
consultant.  Church  Administration 
Department,  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board,  Nashville. 

Golf  Tournament  will 


A  Ministers  _ 

take  place  at  the  Pontotoc  Country 

Club,  Pontotoc,  on  July  15,  beginmng  - - - 

at  9  a.m.  The  $15  fee,  according  to  The  congregation  retired  a  building  debt  of  5162,000. 
Bobby  Caples  of  Furrs  Church,  in¬ 
cludes  green  fee  and  lunch.  For  more 
information,  call  489-1346. 


Bus  Supply  Company  is  your 
CHAMPION  DEALERSHIP 
offering  your  area  a  fine  selection  of  models 
from  13  to  29  passenger  mini  buses. 
Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)  684-2900  _  1-800-748-8681 


Church,  Meridian,  is  shown  with  members  of 


Woodhaven  Church,  Ocean  Springs, 
Jackson  County,  broke  ground  on 
homecoming  day,  June  2,  for  an  ad- 
diti(Mi  to  its  building.  The  30'  x  80’  ad¬ 
dition  will  house  more  classrooms,  a 
fellowship  hall,  restrooms,  and 
storage-facilities.  Participants  in  the 
ground  breaking  ceremony  were 
Ernest  Sadler,  director  of  missions, 
Jackson  County  Association;  Tracy 
Martin,  pastor  ;  Burl  Cooley,  minister 
of  music;  and  Harold  Saul,  chairman 
of  deacons. 

The  First  Southern  Baptist  Church 
of  Aschaffenburg.  a  congregation  of 
45  people  located  in  Aschaffenburg, 
Germany,  (which  is  35  miles  east, 
southeast  of  Frankfurt,  Germany)  is 
in  need  of  a  pastor.  The  congregation 
consists  of  people  connected  with  the 
American  military.  Our  church  is  af¬ 
filiate  with  the  European  Baptist 
Convention  (English  speaking),  and 
is  founded  on  the  principles  and  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Southern  Baptist  (Conven¬ 
tion.  If  God  is  leading  you  to  pastor  in 
a  mission  setting,  please  contact: 
CPT  Paul  T.  Ahem,  RCO  Frankfurt, 
Box  73,  APO  NY  09710-5345. 


Highland  Church,  Laurel,  first  through  third  graders  were  given  a  Mother-Daughter 
tea  and  awarded  certificates  for  completing  their  Mission  Adventure  books  tor  the 
year  Pictured  are:  bottom  row,  left  to  right.  Liza  Wall.  Erin  Dry,  Kim  Bigler,  King. 
Kristen  Jernigan;  top  row.  left  to  right.  Deidre  Craig.  Christy  Pruitt,  Brittany  Hamilton, 
Stacv  Dill  Christa  Bigler,  and  Melanie  Wood.  Not  pictured  are  Angela  Pndgerv  H<ye 
Windham,  Casey  Napier,  and  Tiffany  Wood.  GA  leaders  are  Donna  Walters,  Sandra 
King,  Nancy  Jernigan.  GA  director  is  Susie  Rustin. 


A  GA  Acteen  Recognition  Service  was  held  at  First  Church,  lupeio,  on  way 

.  The  theme  was  "Love  In  Any  Language."  „ 

Mother:  "Junior  why  don’t  you  take  pictured  front  row,  left  to  right,  are  James  Meeks,  Hannah  Dinkelacker,  Summer 
your  little  sister  with  you  when  you  go  Katherine  Wiley,  Sara  Harris,  Mary  Elizalbeth  Smothers,  and  Vaughn  Mur- 

fishing  today?”  ^  ^  phy;  s^nd  row,  Kelly  McCaulla  (queen),  Lisa  Johnston  (queen)  S^me^^ 

“No,”  said  Junior  firmly,  “the  last  /gu^en)  Ashley  Wallace  (queen  regent),  Kristen  Langford  (service  aid),  Molly  Ri^nson 
time  she  tagged  along  I  didn’t  catch  regent),  and  Alison  Dicky  (queen);  third  row,  Susan  Arnold  (leader),  Sharon 

a  fish.”  „  Smith  (loader),  and  Katy  Wallace  (director.  _______ 

“I’m  sure  she’ll  be  quiet 

“It  wasn’t  the  noise,”  Junior  explam- 


LONG  TERM  CARE 


Also  provides  benefits  for  Home  Care  and  Aoun  uay  ^ero 

•  No  prior  hospitalization  required  •  No  medical  exams 
•  No  admitted  pre-existing  conditions  exclusion 
•  Alzheimer's  Disease,  senility  and  irreversible  dementia  wered 
•  Level  premiums  —  Guaranteed  renewable  for  life 

•  Inflation  protection  optipn»aY^l^e.,l  ,„|- 
.  Some  plans  have  10%  discopn}  for 

100%  MEDICARE  SUPRLBMEIIT 

As  low  aa  $54.00,  ages  65  to  69 
For  more  Information: 

TOLL  FREE  Mall  to:  ' 

A.a2A-4fil2,.  “  ^  William  Stevena  Insurance  Co 

M  pkpiw  '  OR  **•  O.  Box  1?!^Q3  ,  , , 

A63aiJiinH  .rl-iiiifi  J  Jackao^  , 

inJp.eq  i1  ATtcaneed  insurance  agent  mill  paritact  you.  1 1  r,  A  'A 


Senior  adult 
corner 


Staikvilla,  recently  held  its  recognition  service  for  its  QAs  w  May, 
ing  badges  were:  front  row,  Rebecca  Kerr,  Emily  Cole,  Katie  Dorns,  ’ 
Megan  Springer  —  level  one.  and  Mary  Straton  Karatassos  —  levrt 
w  Amanda  Kraker,  Janet  Browning,  Heather  Tbmiinson,  Hannah 
twa  Diana  Dunn  —  level  three.  Kirsten  Tbmiineon  -^1 


_ _ _ _ ^ — 

Gl  > 

Citv  ... 

Zlo  Phone 
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Flames  in  the  news 


Laura  Rawls  of  Big  Level  Church,  HKPH||^|||H||||||||H 
Wiggins,  was  selected  as  a  Sojourner 
with  the  Home  Mission  Board.  She  P 

Smokey  Mountain  Resort  Ministries, 

with  puppets.  Backyard  Bible  Schools,  \  .. 

and  playing  piano  at  camp  ground 

services.  Rawls  is  the  daughter  of 

Hugh  Acton  of  Wynndale  Church,  * 

Terry,  has  made  a  cojn^iUnent  to  tlw 

tton,  is  the  prin-  Wayn  Griffith,  left,  pastor  of  Laurel  Hill 
cipal  at  Brinkley  Church,  Neshoba  County,  presents 
Junior  High  and  Dudley  Winstead  a  certificate.  Winstead 
his  mother  is  a  surrendered  to  the  ministry  on  Sunday, 
teacher  in  the  March  4.  He  is  pastor  of  New  County  Line 


Acton 


Greg  Martin,  pastor  of  Commission 
Road  Church,  Long  Beach,  and  one  of 
three  directors  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  from  Mississippi,  recently  pari- 
ticipated  in  the  Home  Mission  Board 
Awareness  Tour  of  the  Northwest  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention.  (His  picture  and  a 
story  about  his  work  th^  were  on  the 
front  page  of  the  Record  recently.)  He 
is  available  to  mission  organizations 
and  churches  to  share  the  vision  of 
home  missions  in  Oregon  and 
Washington.  He  may  be  contacted  at 
864-2703. 


Bobby  Irvin  was  licensed  to  preach 
April  28  at  Holcomb  Church,  Grenada 
Association.  He  is  shown  receiving  the 
certificate  from  Holcomb  pastor  Dale 
Gravatt,  right.  Irvin  presently  serves 
Holcomb  Church  as  song  leader,  RA 
leader,  and  Oiscipleship  Training  teacher. 
He  is  available  for  interim  and  supply. 


For  125  see  the  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of  12-160, 
in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air- 
conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  $9 
tickets,  cheeseburger  eookout, 
dessert  and  breakfast  —  all  includ¬ 
ed!  Call  501/253-8418  today! 


For  Sale:  Eagle  46  Passenger 
Buses  with  Air  Condition, 
Restroom,  Reclining  Seats  —  Ex¬ 
tra  clean!  —  For  More  Informa¬ 
tion,  Call  Tom  Shows,  Cedar  Hill 
Charter  Service,  1-800-826-6849  (In 
Miss)  or  1-800-654-4379  (Out  of 
state). 


Ben  Kennedy  was  ordained  by  Friend¬ 
ship  East  Church,  Tallahatchie  Associa¬ 
tion,  May  26.  The  church  has  called  Ken¬ 
nedy  as  youth  minister.  Kennedy  is 
shown,  right,  with  Friendship  East  pastor, 
J  G  Thomas  presenting  the  certificate  of 
ordination. 


WANTED:  PARTTIME  YOUTH 
MINISTER.  Send  resume  to  Butch 
Rodgers,  Pass  Road  Baptist 
Church,  208  Pass  Road,  Gulfport, 
MS  39507. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P,  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


CHARTER  A  BUS  —  reasonable 
cost,  efficient/friendly  service, 
comfortable  traveling.  Make  plans 
for  your  group,  young  or  old.  We’ll 
make  your  travel  arrangements  or 
provide  only  transportation.  For 
more  information  call  toll  free  in 
Mississippi  1-800-826-6849,  or  out  of 
state  1-800-654-4379  or  write  Cedar 
Hill  Charter  Service.  Box  25M, 
Laurel,  MS  39442. 


Tim  Riley  (right)  of  Starkville,  a  senior 
majoring  in  music  composition  at 
Mississippi  College,  has  won  two  awards 
in  the  young  Composer's  National  Com¬ 
petition  sponsored  by  the  National 
Federation  of  Music  Clubs.  Riley’s  vocal 
solo  with  piano  accompaniment,  “Other 
Places,"  won  the  Devora  Nadworthy  sec- 
or>d  place  award  and  the  special  recogni¬ 
tion  Hatz  award  Riley  is  a  composition 
student  of  James  Sclater  (left),  professor 
of  music  at  Mississippi  College.  (MC 
photo) 


WANTED:  PARTTIME  MUSIC/ 
YOUTH  director.  Send  resume  to: 
First  Baptist  Church  Mt.  Olive,  Mt. 
Olive,  MS  39119. 


New  books  from  Broadman 


The  New  American  Commentary, 
Volume  32,  Philippians,  Colossians, 
Philemon  by  Richard  R.  Melick  Jr. 
(384  pp,  $19.95).  The  first  of  a  series 
for  those  seeking  a  commentary  that 
honors  the  Scriptures.  Represents  the 
finest  in  evangelical  scholarship  and 
lends  itself  to  preaching  and  teaching. 

Basic  Bible  Sermons  on  Philippians 
by  J.  B.  Fowler  (128  pp,  $4.95).  A  clear 
outline,  short  and  simple,  that  will 
meet  the  needs  of  the  bu.sy  minister. 

Lord,  Send  Revival  by  Richard  Lee 
(190  pp).  Thought-provoking 
messages  on  the  home,  the  church, 
and  the  heart. 

Points  for  Emphasis  1991-92  by 
William  J.  Fallis  (224  pp).  Since  1918, 
the  oldest  annual  pocket  commentary 


of  the  Uniform  Sunday  School  Lesson. 

Leading  the  Small  Church  by  Doran 
McCarty  (175  pp).  Personal  ex¬ 
periences  and  extensive  research 
make  up  the  heart  of  this  book  that 
will  enable  pastors  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  the  small  church. 

Broadman  Comments  1991-92  by 
Donald  F.  Ackland  (426  pp,  $7.95). 
Great  help  for  the  Sunday  &hool 
teacher  of  the  Convention  Uniform 
series. 


All  mothers  are  physically  handi¬ 
capped.  They  have  only  two  hands. 

The  flower  that  follows  the  sun  does 
so  even  on  cloudy  days. 


RELOCATING? 

MORGAN 

Van  Lines  Inc. 

THE  GREATEST  NAME  IN  MOVING! 


ICC  MC144474 

‘CHECK  OUR  DISCOUNT  R/CTES  BEK>RE  YOU  MOVE' 

Woridwide  Moving 

FREE  LOOCED  AT  HWY.  4S  SOUTH  SINCE 
ESTRUTES  eOONEViaE.  MISS  38829  1953 

MQKTS.  SUNDAYS 

For  a  FREE  quote  calllbll  Free 

1-8O0-43S-2568  7267824 


GET  MORE  FOR  YOUR  MONEY 

WITH 

PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL 

V  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


♦  In-House  Claim  Service 

♦  No  Fault  Medical  dt  Loss  Of  Income 
Protection 

♦  No  Depreciation  On  New  Car  For  90  Days 


♦  15%  Premiere  Discount  For  Violation  & 
Accident-Free  For  3  Years 

♦  Special  Rate  For  Nondrinkers  And  Nonsmokers 

♦  20%  Ckxxl  Student  Credits 


AUTO 


HOME 


LIFE  •  HEALTH  •  CHURCH 

Contact  Your  Local  Agent 


MERIDIAN 
Gene  Bryan 
483-93% 


SOUTHAVEN 
Ciay  Hudson 
3«-2034 


HATTIESBURG 
Bob  Curtis 
544-6112 


PEARL 
Andy  Eaton 


MERIDIAN 
Sandra  Little 
482-8868 


JACKSON 
Ruth  Granger 
371-184^ 


HATTIESBURG 
Ronnie  Hill 
544-6112 


SOUTHAVEN 
Allen  Parnell 
342-2034 


COLUMBUS 
Carol  Craven 
327-68% 


GULFPORT 
Kent  Johnson 


TUPELO 
Talmadge  Smith 
844-4065 


NEW  ALBANY 
James  Rhea 
534-2108 


“We  Built  A  Career  Just  For  You” 
Preferred  Risk  Insurance  is  expanding  in 
Mississippi.  We  are  seeking  outstanding 
individuals  in  (Zolumbus,  Jackson,  Meridian 
Southaven  and  Tupelo.  No  experience  is 
necessary.  Give  Dennis  Basden  a  call. 


TUPELO 
Eddie  Sullivan 
844-4065 


SALES  MANAGER 
Dennis  Basden 


m  ^  PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL 

A  Member  of  Preferred  Risk  Group 
Home  Office:  West  Des  Moines.  Iowa 

/Vnerica's  nondrinkers  Insurance  company! 


> 


God  grants  wisdom  to  Solomon,  at  his  request 


By  Randy  W.  Turner 
1  Kings  3:1-4:34 

True  wisdom  is  not  gotten,  but  is  given;  Not 
dugoutofthe  earth,  but  dropped  from  heaven: 
Heavenly,  not  earthly,  is  the  brightness  of  it. 
—  Lytton 

I  wonder  what  I  might  have  said  had  God  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  in  the  dream  and  made  the 
magnificent,  divine  offer;  “Ask  for  whatever 

- you  want  me  to  give  you” 

(NIV).  Would  I  have  re¬ 
quested  power,  prominence, 

Krestige,  position?  Would  I 
ave  clamored  for  a  wealth 
of  things?  You  could  expect 
such  a  response  from  the 
youthful  Solomon.  Youth  is 
prone  to  be  overconfident 
and  to  think  that  it  can  do 
better  than  its  fathers  who 
Turner  likely  just  as  confident 

in  their  time  of  youth. 
Solomon,  however,  had  a  deep  sense  of  insuf¬ 
ficiency  for  his  task.  When  Solomon  was  faced 
with  the  exceptional  opportunity  to  ask 
anything  that  he  would  of  God,  he  responded 
with  maturity  beyond  his  years. 

He  had  gone  to  Gibeon,  a  journey  of  seven 


BIBLE  BOOK 

miles,  and  had  a  long  and  solenm  time  great 
sacrificing.  His  whole  mind  and  heart  were  fill¬ 
ed  with  the  thoughts  of  the  holiness  of  God  and 
the  horribleness  of  sin.  As  Solomon  lay  down 
that  night  to  sleep  with  a  deep  sense  of  his  own 
weakness  and  unworthiness,  God  appeared  to 
him  in  a  dream  with  such  an  offer  of  grace  as 
was  sufficient  for  all  his  needs. 

It  was  not  enough  that  he  should  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  choosing.  He  must  make  up  his 
mind  and  speak  out  his  request. 

I.  The  king  prayed. 

He  could  have  asked  for  anything;  yet  his 
lyords  were  these:  “Give  your  servant  a  dis¬ 
cerning  heart  to  govern  your  people  and  to 
distinguish  between  right  and  wrong”  (1  Kings 
3:9). 

Solomon  requested  the  wisdom  of  God.  He 
asked  for  the  practical  wisdom  needed  for  rul¬ 
ing  in  these  old  days  when  the  king  was  judge 
as  well  as  ruler  and  captain.  He  pleaded  with 
God  that  he  had  made  him  king  and  implied 
that  therefore  God  was  bound  to  fit  him  for  his 
office.  That  is  the  boldness  permitted  to  faith, 
to  remind  God  ol  his  own  acts  which  pledge  him 


to  give  what  he  has  put  us  into  circumstances 
to  need. 

Solomon  received  the  wisdom  of  God.  “I  will 
do  what  you  have  asked.  I  will  give  you  a  wise 
and  discerning  heart  so  that  there  will  never 
have  been  anycme  like  you  nor  will  there  ever 
be”  (1  Kings  3:12). 

I  am  reminded  of  James  1:5;  “If  any  man 
lack  wisdom  let  him  ask  of  God.”  Solomon, 
however,  got  more  than  he  had  asked  for. 
“Moreover  I  will  give  you  what  you  have  not 
asked  for,  both  riches  and  honor,  so  that  in  your 
lifetime  you  will  have  no  equal  among  kings. 
If  you  walk  in  my  ways  and  obey  my  statutes 
and  commands  as  David  your  father  did,  I  will 
give  you  a  long  life”  (1  Kings  3:13-14  NIV). 

Solomon  relied  on  the  wisdom  of  God. 
Solomon  demonstrated  his  great  wisdom  in  his 
solving  of  the  dilemma  of  the  two  women  (1 
Kings  3:25-27).  “It  is  characteristic  of  wisdom 
not  to  do  desperate  things”  —  Thoreau. 

Every  day  brings  decisions  that  require  the 
wisdom  of  God. 

The  central  Bible  truth  of  this  lesson  is  this ; 
God’s  granting  wisdom  to  Solomon 
demonstrates  that  when  people  ask  God’s 
guidance  from  right  motives,  he  responds  abun¬ 


dantly.  That  truth  holds  for  you  as  it  did  for 
Solomon. 

II.  The  kingdom  prospered. 

God  congratulated  the  young  king  for  his 
value  judgments  and  for  the  unselfishness  of 
his  prayer.  He  might  have  made  selfish  or  even 
vengeful  quests,  but  be  thought  first  of  his 
responsibilities  to  God’s  people  This  section  of 
scripture  clearly  relates  the  prosperity  of  the 
people  under  Solomon’s  leadership. 

Were  one  to  evaluate  the  reign  of  Solomon 
purely  from  a  human  standpoint,  his  wealth 
might  be  attributed  to  his  commercial  genius. 
It  is  obvious  to  me,  however,  that  his  wisdom 
was  a  special  gift  of  God  rewarding  his  hum¬ 
ble  request  and  obedience.  “God  gave  Solomon 
wisdom  and  very  great  insight  and  a  breadth 
of  understanding  as  measureless  as  the  sand 
on  the  seashore  Solomon’s  wisdom  was  greater 
than  the  wisdom  of  all  the  men  of  the  East  and 
greater  than  all  the  wisdom  of  Egypt”  (1  Kings 
4:29-30). 

Solomon  realized  his  youthful  aspirations. 
The  only  way  to  be  sure  of  getting  what  we  wish 
is  to  wish  what  God  desires  to  give,  even 
himself,  and  to  ask  it  of  him. 

Turner  is  pastor.  Parkway  Church,  Natchez. 


The  people  of  God  gained  their  strength  from  God 


By  Kiely  D.  Young 
Nehemiah  4 

A  downhearted  lady  was  asked  one  day  by  a 
friend,  “Why  the  long  face?”  The  lady  respond¬ 
ed,  ‘The  Bible  says,  ‘In  this  world  you  shall 
have  tribulation,’  so  I’m 
tribulating!  ” 

We  often  look  at  our  cir- 
cumstqnces  and  have 
.mvJH  similar  responses.  We  think 
*1^  our  situation  is  impossible 

T  and  can  see  no  pc^ible  solu- 

-  y  tion.  We  hear  voices  to  con- 

Wv  firm  our  thoughts. 

Nehemiah  had  surveyed 
in  the  situation.  He  was  aware 
Young  opposition.  He  had 

®  rallied  and  organized  the 
committed  people  of  God  for  the  task  at  hand. 
Now  it  was  time  to  get  on  with  the  job  of 
rebuilding  the  wall  of  Jerusalem. 

THE  PEOPLE  HAD  A  MIND  TO  WORK  (v. 
6).  All  of  chapter  3  is  an  exciting  testimony  of 
what  it  takes  in  difficult  circumstances  to  get 
the  job  done.  Throughout  the  chapter  we  read 
“and  next  to  him.”  ’The  people  of  God  gained 
their  strength  from  God  and  joined  together  to 
rebuild  the  wall.  Each  person  fulfilled  his 
responsibility. 

TTus  is  the  pattern  for  evwy  church  and  every 
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Christian  home.  We  all  work  together  to  com¬ 
plete  the  task  God  has  given.  We  know  he  will 
never  put  more  on  us  than  we  can  bear.  He  also 
tells  us  he  will  give  us  everything  we  need  to 
complete  the  job  assigned.  If  every  Christian 
would  live  by  this  pattern,  the  work  of  fulfill¬ 
ing  the  Great  Commission  could  be  completed 
in  this  generation. 

Nehemiah  knew  that  his  challenge  was  not 
only  to  rebuild  the  wall  but  also  to  deal  with  the 
opposition.  He  knew  he  had  very  formidable  op¬ 
position  from  local  officials.  Sanballat,  Tobiah, 
and  company  were  rather  upset  with  the 
thought  of  losing  their  control  over  the  Jews. 
Therefore,  “they  conspired  together  against 
Jerusalem.” 

We  can  always  expect  opposition  to  the  work 
of  God.  It  may  be  verbal,  or  ph^ical,  or  it  may 
even  cost  the  lives  of  those  involved.  Ralph 
Bethea,  missionary  to  Kenya,  knows  well  the 
cost.  G^  has  powerfully  used  the  Betheas  to 
bring  revival  to  Kenya.  Thousands  have  come 
to  Christ  as  a  result  of  their  ministp'-  But  the 
attack  of  evil  took  the  life  of  his  wife,  Lynda. 
So  how  can  Christians  respond  to  evil 
opposition? 


THEY  HAD  A  HEART  TO  PRAY.  Verse  9; 
“But  we  prayed  to  God  because  <rf  them  and  set 
up  a  guard  against  them  day  and  night.” 

They  prayed  to  overcome  the  obstacles  that 
faced  them.  They  faced  the  obstacle  of  doubt 
verbalized  by  their  enemy.  Verse  3 :  “Even  what 
are  they  building  —  if  a  fox  should  jump  on  it, 
he  would  break  their  stone  wall  down.  ’  The 
Jews  began  to  wonder  if  they  really  could 
rebuild  the  wall.  Verse  10:  “The  strength  of  the 
burden  bearers  is  failing,  yet  there  is  much  reb- 
bish  and  we  ourselves  are  unable  to  rebuild  th^ 
wall.” 

They  also  had  to  overcome  the  obstacle  of 
deception.  Verse  11:  “They  will  know  or  see  un¬ 
til  we  come  among  them,  kill  them,  and  put  a 
stop  to  the  work.”  With  such  threats,  many 
wanted  to  retreat  and  declare  the  price  too  high 
to  pay.  But  Nehemiah  gave  them  the  encourage¬ 
ment  they  needed.  Verse  14:  “When  1  saw  their 
fear,  1  rose  and  spoke  .  .  .  ‘Do  not  be  afraid  of 
them,  remember  the  Lord  who  is  great  and 
awesome.” 

Nehemiah  led  the  people  to  pray  and  get  a 
word  of  encouragement  from  God  then  he  led 
tliem  to  put  feet,  hands,  and  work  with  their 
prayers.  Verse  13:  “I  stationed  men  in  the  lowest 
parts  of  the  space  between  the  wall,  the  expos¬ 
ed  places,  and  1  stationed  the  people  in  families 
with  swords,  spears,  and  bows.”  Nehemiah 


knew  they  must  stand  against  the  enemy  as 
well  as  rebuild  the  wall. 

Such  is  the  case  for  every  Christian.  We  must 
stand  against  the  enemy  as  we  determine  to  live 
for  Christ.  We  have  the  right  resources  — 
prayer  and  the  power  of  God.  But  it  only  works 
for  us  if  we  daily  appropriate  it. 

Nehemiah  knew  further  his  people  would 
need  their  togetherness  throughout  the 
rebuilding  of  the  wall.  He  knew  they  really 
needed  a  vision  of  victory.  Verses  19-20:  “And 
I  said  to  the  nobles,  the  officials,  and  the  rest 
of  the  people,  ‘The  work  is  great  and  extensive, 
and  we  are  separated  on  the  will  far  from  one 
another.  At  whatever  place  you  hear  the  sound 
of  the  trumpet,  rally  to  us  there.  Our  God  will 
fight  for  us  ’  ”  They  had  a  rallying  point.  They 
knew  what  to  do  when  the  trumpet  sounded.  But 
they  were  to  carry  on  their  work  until  it  sound¬ 
ed.  Again,  such  is  the  case  with  every  Christian, 
and  every  church.  We  are  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  service  until  we  hear  the  rally  call  or  the 
trumpet  sound. 

We  should  not  get  weary  at  the  job  of  the 
Christian  walk.  In  the  words  of  a  dear  friend 
in  ministry,  “All  we  have  to  do  is  be  faithful.  God 
will  take  care  of  the  rest.”  Nehemiah  knew  God 
give  strength,  power,  and  protection  to  finish  the 
task.  So  should  we! 

Young  IS  pastor.  First  Church,  Greenville. 


Challenges  bring  opportunities  to  say,  ‘‘Yes,  I  can’ 


By  Don  Dobson 
I  Kings  18:17-21,  3C-39 
What’s  in  a  name?  Obviously  a  person’s  name 
is  a  mark  of  identity.  It  is  al^  much  more.  A 
name  not  only  identifies,  but  it  also  signifies. 

Elijah’s  name  means 
“Yahweh  is  my  God.”  His 
name  did  not  only  identify 
him  to  his  family,  friends, 
and  enemies;  it  also 
signified  what  kind  of  per¬ 
son  he  was.  What  about  your 
name?  It  too  identifies  and 
signifies. 

The  prophet,  Elijah  was 
faced  with  a  choice  during  a 
Hnhcnn  histoiic  meeting  with  Ahab. 

Would  he  give  in  to  his 
whimpering  despot  or  would  he  stand  firmly 
upon  &e  definition  of  his  name?  Elijah  was  in- 
d^  facing  a  benchwater  mark  of  his  ministry. 
We  too  face  benchwater  marks  in  our  lives. 

I.  We  are  often  challenged  (yy.,.  17-19). 

Life  is  full  of  challenges.  The  challeii^  of  Eli¬ 
jah’s  day  was  whether  or  not  to  serve  God.  It 
certainly  parallels  our  day.  Every  day  of  our 
lives,  we  d^de  if  we  will  follow  God  or  not.  For 
some,  the  decision  is  couched  in  the  choice  to 
accept  Qirist  as  Savior,  or  to  deny  him.  For 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

others  it  is  based  on  following  his  example  at 
the  work  plac^  school,  or  home.  We  are  not  all 
challenge  alike,  but  we  are  all  challenged. 

II.  When  faced  with  a  challenge,  we  should 
seek  God’s  face  (vv.  36-37). 

The  prophet  Elijah  fully  understood  the  im¬ 
portance  of  his  challenge.  He  knew  that  all  the 
eyes  of  Israel,  as  well  as  the  eyes  of  the  corrupt 
government  of  Ahab,  would  be  watching.  Eli¬ 
jah  prayed.  He  prayed  that  people  would 
recognize  that  God  alone  was  God.  He  prayed 
that  Israel  would  once  again  return  to  Yahweh. 

You  and  1  must  also  pray  when  faced  with  dif¬ 
ficult  challenges.  We  are  constantly  confronted 
with  a  world  that  doubts  the  power  and  grace 
of  God.  As  we  go,  we  must  go  prayerfully. 

III.  'nie  challenge  answer^  <vv.  38-39). 

With  each  new  clullenge  comes  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  say,  “Yes,  I  can,”  or  “No,  I  will  not.”  On 
the  top  of  Mt.  Carmel,  God  answered  with  a  re- 
souncung,  “Yes,  I  can.”  Every  day  our  Lord 
answers  the  challenges  of  mankind.  “Yes,  I  can 
save  you,”  “Yes,  I  can  heal  you,”  “Yes,  I  do  hate 
sin,”  “Yes,  I  do  love  you,”  and  perhaps  most  im¬ 
portant  of  all,  “Yes,  1  will  forgive  you.”  God 


answered  that  day.  His  people  also  answered. 
They  bowed  and  reaffirmed  their  faith  in  God. 


May  we  reaffirm  our  faith  in  God,  too. 
Dobson  IS  pastor  of  Collins  Church,  Collins. 


Vacation  Bible  School 


Center  Ridge  Church,  Yazoo  City: 
July  15-19;  8-11:30  a.m.;  preschool 
through  sixth  grade;  Janice  Bath, 
director;  Stephen  Bath,  director  of 
music  and  youth ;  Bp^an  Abel,  pastor. 
For  more  information,  call  746-1528. 


Mt.  Creek  Church,  Florence:  July 
15-19;  6-8;.30  p.m.;  carnival.  Sun  ,  4-6 
p.m.;  Sandra  Buffington,  vk- 
principal. 


Grandview  Church,  KanKn 
Association,  held  its  Vacation  Kinn 
School,  June  17-21.  High  attenaan»' 
was  116.  The  children  collected  <ne' 
18,000  pennies  for  the  Commm 
Stew  Pot. 


First  Church,  Byhalia,  Marshall 
Association,  held  Vacation  Bible 
School  June  10-14  for  ages  2-11.  They 
enrolled  127  and  had  an  average  of  109 
per  day  The  offering  was  $135.40  for 
the  Cooperative  Program  A  total  of 
39  decisions  were  made  during  the 
evangelistic  emphasis.  As  a  result  of 
'/BS.  several  children  have  already 
nade  public  professions  of  faith  at 
'irs*  Church  and  neighboring 
lurciies. 

i'onnih  Church,  Heidelberg:  June 
*-21;  average  daily  attendance,  67;  13 
lecisions  tor  Christ;  James  Thylor, 
>astor.  was  director. 

New  Hope  Church,  Gulfport:  July 
S-'9  ‘)-Noon,  a  parade  will  be  July 

aO  ci.m. 
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SEW  TESTAMESTFOH  REMOTE  ISDI.W  TRIBE:  MEXICO  CITY.  Mex 
ico  (EP)  —  Mildred  Muro  is  a  missionary  to  the  Mazahua  Indians,  a  tribe 
living  in  a  remote  region  of  northeast  Mexico.  For  more  than  50  years  she 
has  lived  in  Mexico,  and  after  32  years  of  work.  Muro  was  able  to  complete 
a  translation  of  the  New  Testament  into  the  Mazahua  dialect,  spoken  by  about 
450,000  people.  Her  translation  of  the  Scriptures  was  one  of  several  transla¬ 
tion  projects  for  the  Mazahua  people,  translations  whjch  introduced  the  In¬ 
dian  tribe  to  the  first  written  form  of  their  language.  An  independent  Baptist 
missionary  trained  by  Wycliffe  Bible  Translators  and  Moody  Bible  Institute, 
Muro  privately  funded  all  her  translation  efforts,  which  included  a  booklet 
of  hymns  and  choruses,  three  primary  readers,  and  a  Spanish-Mazahua  Dic¬ 
tionary.  Muro,  originally  from  Niagara  Falls,  Canada,  began  the  task  of  reduc¬ 
ing  the  Mazahua  dialect  to  writing  almost  four  decades  ago.  Although  Spanish 
is  now  taught  in  schools  in  the  region  and  some  of  the  children  are  now  becom¬ 
ing  fluent  in  that  language.  Mazahua  is  the  language  of  the  older  generation 
who  cannot  speak  or  read  Spanish. 


LEATHER-CLAD  EVANGELISTS  REACH  BIKERS  FOR  CHRIST: 
PRINCETON,  MINN.  (EP)  —  With  their  long  hair  and  flowing  beards,  they 
look  like  roadies  for  ZZ  Top.  They  wear  leather,  and  on  their  backs  are  huge 
color  patches  that  bear  the  ominous-sounding  name  of  their  biker  club:  Sons 
of  Thunder.  Many  have  done  drugs.  Many  have  done  time.  When  they  roar 
through  your  neighborhood  on  their  “chopper”  style  motorcycles,  you  hope 
they  ’re  just  passing  through  on  their  way  to  a  Grateful  Dead  concert.  When 
their  tattooed  arms  reach  inside  their  blackleather  vests,  you  may  fear  that 
your  worst  nightmares  are  about  to  come  true.  Then  they  ’ll  probably  give  you 
a  tract.  Sons  of  Thunder  is  a  motorcycle  club  like  no  other.  Founded  in  a  church 
garage  in  rural  Princeton,  Minnesota,  less  than  two  years  aga  the  evangelistic 
outreach  has  grown  to  include  chapters  in  Los  Angeles,  Reno.  Phoenix,  Denver, 
and  Maryville,  Tennessee,  with  another  chapter  teing  organized  near  Boulder, 
Colorado.  No  one  is  more  surprised  by  this  rapid  expansion  than  Gailen  Stone, 
40,  pastor  of  the  Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance-affiliated  Open  Door 
Fellowship  in  Princeton,  and  president  of  Sons  of  Thunder. 


ATS  DELAYS  ACTION  OS  SOL'THE.ASTERS.  THREATENS  ACCREDITA¬ 
TION  WITIIDR.AWAI.;  WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (ABP)  -  Southeastern 
Seminary  has  averted  loss  of  its  accreditation,  but  the  reprieve  may  only  be 
temporary.  Many  observers,  including  some  seminary  trustees,  expected  the 
Association  of  Theological  Schools  to  place  the  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  seminary 
on  probation  during  the  June  10-12  meeting  of  the  ATS  accrediting  commis¬ 
sion.  Instead,  the  commission  delayed  action  on  the  seminary’s  status  until 
February  while  at  the  same  time  raising  the  stakes.  Southeastern  must  now 
try  to  convince  ATS  not  to  remove  its  accreditation  entirely.  During  its  re¬ 
cent  meeting,  the  commi.ssion  decided  to  visit  the  seminary  campus  again 
in  February  1991.  at  which  time  the  school  “is  to  show  cause  why  it  should 
not  be  placed  on  probation  or  have  its  accreditation  withdrawn.”  the  com¬ 
mission's  action  said. 


CIVIL  itiGHTS  MEASURE  FACES  UPHILL  BATTLE;  WASHINGTON 
(ABP)  —  Although  the  I'.S.  House  of  Representatives  approved  a  controver¬ 
sial  civil  rights  bill  June  j  that  will  increase  the  protections  of  minorities  in 
the  work  place,  bill  sponsors  fear  the  legislation  will  not  become  law.  The  1991 
civil  rights  bi"  (H.R.  1),  which  the  House  passed  handily  273  to  llifi,  has  been 
the  focus  of  heated  partisan  debates  and  strong  rhetoric.  The  Bash  administra¬ 
tion  and  other  opponents  of  the  legislation  have  charged  that  it  is  a  quota  bill 
that  would  lead  to  reverse  discrimination  against  whites.  Supporters  say  the 
bill  simply  would  restore  civil  rights  that  have  been  eroded  by  the  Supreme 
Court  over  the  past  two  years.  A  similar  civil  rights  bill  was  vetoed  by 
President  George  Bush  last  year  The  Senate  failed  to  override  the  1990  veto 
by  one  vote,  and  the  House  made  no  attempt  to  override  it. 


PBS  WILL  .AIR  NE.A-EVNDED  FILM:  TUPELO  (EP)  -  Donald  Wildmon, 
president  of  the  American  Family  Association,  says  he  wants  people  to  be 
ceUain  to  tune  in  to  PBS  on  July  16  when  a  film  funded  by  the  National  En¬ 
dow  ment  for  the  Arts  ( NEA)  will  be  broadcast.  “For  two  years  most  of  the 
American  public  have  known  of  the  debate  over  some  kinds  of  art  being  funded 
with  tax  dollars  by  the  NEA,"  he  said.  “However,  the  number  of  taxpayers 
who  have  been  able  to  actually  see  any  of  the  'art'  in  question  has  been  ex¬ 
tremely  small.”  Wildmon  said  he  hopes  "millions  of  Americans  will  watch 
the  film  and  see  for  themselves  how  their  tax  dollars  are  being  spent.”  The 
film.  Tongues  Untied,  will  air  on  the  PBS  series  “Point  of  View.”  The  film 
contains  “sexual  street  language  rarely  heard  on  television,  as  well  as  full 
/rental  nudity  and  drawings  of  mole  genitals.”  the  A  FA  charged  The  NEA 
provided  $250,000  of  the  total  $1  !  million  budget  for  “Point  of  View,"  and 
Tongues  Untied  was  completed  in  for  a  reported  $40,000.  The  film  about 
black  homosexuals  will  not  be  aired  in  .Mississippi.  An  AFA  poll  of  320  PBS 
outlets  showed  that  202  station  managers  “found  the  film  too  offensive  to 
air  .  .  .  .” 

MARK  WI.NGFIELD  F!  FATED  WESTERN RFdHtDFR  NEWS  DIRFC 
TOR:  LOUISVILLE.  Ky  :  BP  •  -  Southern  Baptist  lournalisl  .Mur:-  Wingfield 
has  been  elected  new.s  director  n;  rf,  Western  Recorder,  ni-wsjournal  of  the 
Kentucky  Baptist  Convention,  effective  July  2:  Wingfield.  29,  i;-;  as.sociatc 
director  of  news  and  information  at  the  Honie  jni5«i.>r  Board  in  Atlanta  He 
has  written  and  edited  stories  about  the  denomimtions  missions  efforts  in 
the  United  States  for  the  Atlanta  bureau  of  Baptist  Press  since  1988.  Wingfield 
will  assume  a  newly  restructured  position  with  the  newspaper,  Marv  Knox 
said  “As  news  director.  Mark  will  help  the  Recorder  focus  on  news  and  feature 
stones  that  explain  what  being  a  Baptist  Chr-.stian  and  doing  church  work 
mean,  especially  in  a  changing,  secular  w'orld,  said  Knox 


Lynn  Walker,  left,  rakes  around  a  bed  of  begonias  while  his 
pastor,  Lyndle  Davis,  right,  takes  a  rest  under  a  giant  oak.  Their 


church.  Academy,  has  been  doing  some  landscaping  to  get 
ready  for  its  sesqui-centennial  next  year 


Blue  Mtn. 


Academy  Church,  Tippah  County,  is 
blossoming,  getting  ready  tocelebrate 
its  sesquicentennial  next  year.  Church 
members  volunteered  to  get  together 
one  spring  day  to  landscape  the 
ground  —  prepare  the  soil  and  plant 
shrubs  and  flowers.  By  early  summer, 
pink  and  white  begonias,  calladiums, 
and  low-growing  junipers  had  turned 
the  churchyard  into  a  garden. 

Lynn  Walker,  one  of  the  members, 
agreed  to  build  outdoor  seating  areas 
to  nourish  the  fellowship  that  goes  on 
after  church  services,  beneath  the  an¬ 
cient  oaks. 

Another  oak,  a  famous  one,  is  there 
no  more.  It  stood  beside  the  road 
before  the  highway  was  widened  in  the 
late  1960s.  Since  the  cemetery  is 
across  the  road,  either  the  oak  had  to 
go,  or  a  part  of  the  cemetery.  The 
story  goes  that  underneath  that  oak 
General  Mark  Perrin  Lowrey  in  1873 
drafted  plans  for  the  founding  of  Blue 
Mountain'  College.  This  was  while 
Ix)wrey  was  pastor  of  Academy 
Church. 

Lyndle  Davis  was  pastor  of 
Academy  Church  in  1968  when  the  oak 
had  to  be  cut.  He  asked  that  a  section 
of  the  tree  be  saved;  it  was,  and  is 
housed  in  the  sanctuary  in  a  glass- 
front  display  case.  Also  in  1968,  the 
sanctuary  was  moved  back  farther 
than  the  road.  The  old  wooden 
building  was  in  such  a  state  of 
disrepair  that  it  could  not  possibly  be 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  A  woman 
fired  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in 
April  is  suii^  the  agency  for  $1  million 
and  charging  she  was  a  victim  of 
discrimination  because  of  her  sex. 

Beverly  Pierce,  51,  of 
Mechanicsville.  Va.,  filed  suit  in  Rich¬ 
mond  Circuit  Court  May  31  alleging 
two  counts  of  breach  of  contract  and 
one  count  of  sexual  discrimination 
under  the  Equal  Pay  Act. 

Employed  in  1977  by  the  mission 
board.  Pierce  was  assistant  director 
of  missions  ministries  in  the  board’s 
public  affairs  office  when  she  was 
dismisvfxl  April  15.  In  that  post  she 
scheduled  speaking  engagements  for 
missionaries  on  furlough  in  the  United 
•States  and  helpicd  coordinate  World 


incubator 

By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

kept  as  it  was,  Davis  said  “It  was 
even  leaning.  There  was  no  way  we 
could  save  it.”  When  a  new  roof  was 
put  on.  builders  found  great  old  hand- 
hewn  rafters  fastened  together  with 
wooden  pegs.  Remodeling  included 
brick  veneer.  Now,  Davis  is  again 
pastor  at  Academy,  having  returned 
there  from  a  pastorate  of^Cherry 
Creek  Church,  Pontotoc  County. 

In  May  of  1842.  twelve  men  and 
women  met  to  organize  a  church  they 
called  the  Church  of  Christ  at 
Academy  meetup  bouse.  Nathaniel 
and  Judith  Harbin  donated  the  land 
for  church  and  cemetery  in  1843  and 
1845. 

Blue  Mountain  College  was  found¬ 
ed  in  1873  as  an  institute  for  women 
by  General  Lowrey,  with  the  help  of 
his  daughters,  Modena  and  Margaret, 
and  chartered  as  a  college  in  1877.  The 
school  stayed  in  the  family  as  a 
private  institution  until  1919  when  it 
was  donated  to  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention.  The  general  was  first 
president,  until  he  died  in  1885.  Then 
his  two  sons,  William  lyndale  Lowrey 
and  Bill  Green  Lowrey,  served  in 
alternate  terms  until  1925. 

Modena  married  William  Edwin 
Berry,  who  later  also  became  pastor 
of  the  Academy  Church  (1892-1918). 
The  year  they  were  married.  1876,  he 
bou^t  a  half  interest  in  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College  and  served  as  professor 
and  part  owner  until  his  death  in  1919. 


Mission  Conferences.  These  con¬ 
ferences  are  special  mission  pro¬ 
grams  in  which  churches  in  an  area 
hear  missionary  speakers  tell  about 
their  work. 

Pierce  charges  she  was  wrongfully 
dismissed  and  was  penalized  for.  in¬ 
itiating  a  formal  employee  grievance 
while  a  member  of  the  board  staff. 
She  also  contends  male  employees  of 
the  board  received  higher  pay  than 
she  did  for  similar  work. 

Board  officials  declined  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  charges  because  litiga¬ 
tion  is  pending,  but  said  a  response  to 
the  suit  by  the  board’s  attorney  deny 
ing  all  charges  was  to  be  filed  with  the 
court  June  27.  No  court  date  has  been 
set. 


nears  150 


Modena,  better  known  as  Mother 
Berry,  was  “lady  principal”  and  vice- 
president  of  the  college  until  her 
retirement  in  1934.  When  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  was  given  to  the  MBC,  President 
Lowrey  said  it  was  “a  gift  from 
Lowrey  and  Berry  families  and  the 
Jennings  and  Hearn  families.”  Later 
Lawrence  T.  Lowrey,  grandson  of  the 
founder,  was  the  college  president. 

Besides  Davis,  Lowrey,  and  Berry, 
other  pastors  of  Academy  Church 
have  b^n  Green  B.  Waldroup.  Ran¬ 
dolph.  Lee  Compere,  J.  S.  Morton,  W. 
H.  Holcome,  A.  H.  Booth.  Lewis  Ball, 
James  Boswell,  J.  W.  Johnson,  G.  W. 
Potter.  S.  V.  Gullett,  D.  P.  Randolph, 
E.  S.  Hall,  Doyce  A.  Lyons,  Charles 
Stubblefield,  Ernest  Rakestraw, 
Enoch  Purvis,  Jimmy  Carr,  Allen 
Pepper,  J.  A.  (Andy)  Gore,  James  A. 
Lewis,  and  Mike  Bridges.  Carr  led  in 
building  a  pastor’s  home ;  Lewis  led  in 
the  building  of  a  family  life  center. 

Now  Davis  is  helpii^  to  get  ready 
to  celebrate  the  sesquicentennial.  He 
said  often  there’s  such  a  crowd  pre¬ 
sent  for  worship  services  that  chairs 
must  be  placed  in  the  aisles.  Sunday 
School  enrollment  is  125.  Plans  are  b^ 
ing  made  to  enlarge  the  choirloft  and 
move  it  from  the  left  of  the  pulpit  to 
the  rear  of  it. 
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Employee  fired  in  April 
sues  Foreign  Mission  Board 


